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TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER 2024
RACV AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH PROVIDE
CARAVAN SECURITY TIPS FOLLOWING 67 PER CENT
THEFT INCREASE

RACV and Neighbourhood Watch Victoria are reminding caravan owners to keep their vans secure, with
caravan thefts or attempted thefts reaching the highest level in 10 years.

Data from the Victorian Crime Statistics Agency shows that in the 12 months to June 2024, the theft of
174 caravans occurred, up almost 67 per cent since 2022.

RACV General Manager Motoring Jeff Ames said that with many Victorians travelling in coming months
and leaving their vans at home, or towing caravans interstate in search of warmer weather, it's a timely

reminder to ensure their caravan is secure before making the trip.

“We’re seeing people either taking their vans on trips interstate or leaving them at home while they travel,
and it's important that owners have the safety and security of these assets front of mind whether at home

or on the road,” Mr Ames said.

“While vans may not seem as appealing an item to steal due to their size, the data is showing that thefts

of these usually highly valuable assets are still occurring and, in fact, they are on the rise.

“‘RACV recommends having caravan insurance in place to protect your van in case something was to
happen to their van. It brings peace-of-mind to know that if your van was stolen it will be replaced, you
could have some cover in place for temporary accommodation and to get you home before your caravan

is replaced.”

Neighbourhood Watch CEO Bambi Gordon said that it's important to keep your neighbours informed if

you're heading away.

“We strongly suggest that you let your trusted neighbours know when you are heading away from home
for a period of time and leaving your van at home, so that they can watch out for any unusual or

suspicious behaviour,” Ms Gordon said.

“It's also important to remember that your van is highly visual. If it is normally parked in your drive or front
yard, when you do take it on a trip it's more obvious that you are away from home — so extra security

such as sensor lights, locks, and timers will help to protect your home.”

RACV and Neighbourhood Watch share the following tips to keep your caravan secure:
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* Insurance your caravan or trailer — find an insurance policy to match how you use your caravan or

trailer.

* When travelling with your caravan, aim to have the van’s hitch facing away from the access road,

making it harder for thieves to swiftly hook the van up and drive away.

* Lock the caravan doors when not at your van while travelling, including if you’re walking around the

caravan park or nearby area of your parking spot, as well as once you’ve turned in for the night.
* Don’t hide the keys to your van in an accessible or visible location in or around the van.

*  When at home, park your van behind a locked gate or in a shed, where possible, or consider using a
storage facility with strong security.

*  Whether your van is at home or away, consider using a wheel clamp for security or tracking device

on the vehicle to reduce the chance of theft or to monitor the van’s movements if stolen.

-ENDS-
Further information

High-res images are available for use, please email the RACV media team.

Since 1903, RACV has been one of Australia’s most trusted brands and is the largest member

organisation in Victoria.

RACYV is proud to provide exceptional experiences for our members and customers through a range of
products and services across motoring and mobility, home, energy and leisure. These include emergency
roadside assistance, motor insurance, home insurance, home trades and an increasing range of options
in the cleaner energy space, such as RACV Solar. We have 10 clubs and resorts across Australia and
offer a range of domestic and international holiday packages, tours and cruises from our trusted travel

partners.

The information provided is general advice only. Before making any decisions please consider your own
circumstances and the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations. For copies, visit
racv.com.au. As distributor, RACV Insurance Services Pty Ltd AFS Licence No. 230039 receives commission for
each policy sold or renewed. Products issued by Insurance Manufacturers of Australia Pty Ltd ABN 93 004 208 084
AFS Licence No. 227678.

RACV Trades is a trading name of RACV's trade partner, Club Home Response Pty Ltd (Victorian registered
domestic building practitioner number CDB U 100178). All works are performed or arranged by Club Home

Response Pty Ltd. trading as RACV Trades.
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https://www.racv.com.au/insurance/caravan-insurance.html
https://www.racv.com.au/insurance/caravan-insurance.html
https://www.racv.com.au/
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