
K E E P I N G 
M E M B E R S 
C O N N E C T E D

racv.com.au/club

N O  TA S T E 
L I K E  H O M E
The new vanguard of French cuisine, 
Philippe Mouchel signs his name  
across our hearts.

H I G H L I G H T S
J U N E  2 0 2 5

https://www.racv.com.au/racv-club.html


2  HIGHLIGHTS JUNE 2025

CA L L O R E M A I L U S

C I T Y C LU B  
03 9944 8888  
club@racv.com.au

H E A L E SV I L L E  
C O U N T RY C LU B  
03 5962 4899 
healesville@racv.com.au

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  
facebook.com.au/RACVClub

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM  
instagram.com/racvclub

P R O D U CT I O N E D I TO R  
NICOLE BITTAR

G R A P H I C D E S I G N 
JUNE PEARSON

S TAY C O N N E CT E D
 
For membership enquiries  
or to update your details:
 
P H :  1300 501 501   
racv.com.au/club
clubmembership@racv.com.au
 
O N L I N E AC C O U N T
racv.com.au/login

E V E N T L I S T I N G S 
racv.com.au/club-whats-on

Celebrating the French national hol iday is a long-held tradit ion at 
RACV Club.  Cit y Club wi l l  host i ts popular Basti l le Day dinner event , 
including a f ive-course set French menu with a complimentar y 
glass of Champagne on arr ival ,  f rom 6pm to 10pm in the Members ’ 
D ining Room on Monday 14 July.  T icket price is $165 per person.  
For booking enquir ies ,  cal l  (03) 9944 8888.

mailto:club%40racv.com.au%0D?subject=
mailto:healesville%40racv.com.au%0D?subject=
http://facebook.com.au/RACVClub

http://instagram.com/racvclub

http://www.racv.com.au/club 
mailto:clubmembership%40racv.com.au%0D?subject=
http://www.racv.com.au/login 
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/whats-on.html?cmpid=club:highlights:whats-on:edm:page-3
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The Phi l ippe Mouchel 
s ignature dinner on 

25 July at Healesvi l le 
Countr y Club & 

Resort promises to 
be a gastronomic 

ex travaganza.

W E L C O M E
R O B E V E R E T T  RACV Club General Manager 

The start of winter is shaping up to be a feast for the senses. Our cover story introduces master chef 
Philippe Mouchel’s first signature dinner, replacing the esteemed Gabriel Gaté, which showcases the 
rustic flavours of his homeland, Normandy. Don’t miss this magnificent event taking place on Friday 
25 July at Ballroom, Healesville Country Club & Resort. See page 6. 

 
Also on the horizon are a host of exceptional food and drink experiences, including our Executive Chef 

at RACV City Club Kyle Doody’s Shoku no Kokoro: Japanese dinner on 7 June, ever-popular Bastille Day 
celebrations and our indulgent truffle dinner event, earmarked for 5 August at City Club.

The legacy of RACV City Club and RACV as a monumental Australian organisation takes centre stage at a black-tie 
gala dinner celebrating our 20th anniversary at 501 Bourke Street (to be held in Ballroom, Level 17, on Saturday 28 
June). Join us as we toast the past, present and our burgeoning future at this heraldic event. Read page 8 for more. 

We also feature a spectacular new visual art exhibition in the Gallery Lounge (on page 14) and focus on family ties in 
our much-loved member interest groups (see page 12).  

Be sure to bookmark our Christmas Day booking guide on page 9 in this edition, featuring seven standout food and 
drink venues across City Club and Healesville Country Club & Resort. Act promptly to avoid disappointment on our 
most popular day of the Club calendar.  

Keen interest surrounds the launch of our early-access program, RACV Club Priority Pass, which we featured in our 
May edition cover story. I’m thrilled to see so many members enjoying the benefits of this new program already. 
Exciting events are available for our Priority Pass holders, such as the Oasis and Usher concerts, as well as AFL rounds 
16–23 in our Corporate Suites at the MCG and Marvel Stadium.

Looking to July, we handpick our best winter-warming signature food and drink and spa therapies at City Club and 
Healesville. Our collaboration with the esteemed Macallan Whisky brand culminates in two premium events next 
month, including a masterclass, guest speakers and a range of whisky cocktails and whisky flights on offer at Wine 
Cellar and Wine Bar. 

Early bookings are recommended for these and all events on the Club calendar. As always, we look forward to 
welcoming members and their guests at RACV Club.  

 



4  HIGHLIGHTS JUNE 2025

FLASH
SALE

Save up to 50%* when you stay two or more nights at
RACV City Club or RACV Healesville Country Club & Resort. 

Book by 15 June 2025
Visit racv.com.au/club-member-offers

*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. Valid to book until 15/06/2025, for stays from 29/06/2025 to 30/10/2025. 
Restrictions and blackout dates may apply – check with club directly for details. Minimum 2-night stay applies. RACV City Club: 
RACV Club Members receive 50% off Bed & Breakfast rates Sunday-Wednesday inclusive, and 25% off Bed & Breakfast rates 
on Thursday-Saturday inclusive. Discount available on Standard King, Standard Family Room and King Spa Suite only. RACV 
Healesville Country Club & Resort: RACV Club Members receive 40% off Bed & Breakfast rates Sunday-Wednesday inclusive, and 
20% off Bed & Breakfast rates on Thursday-Saturday inclusive. Discount available on all room types excluding Lawn View Room. 
Strictly limited availability each day. No refunds or cancellations on bookings permitted. Not available in conjunction with any other 
offer unless otherwise stated.

https://www.racv.com.au/racv-club/benefits-offers.html


HIGHLIGHTS JUNE 2025 5

Don’t miss your chance 
to attend these exclusive 
member events. Book via  
the What’s On page or  
scan the QR code.

What’s on at the Club

FI N D OUT 
M O RE

M U R D E R  M YSTE RY  D I N N E R  
–  N OT  STAY I N G  A L I V E

Put on the flared pants, 
platform shoes and the 
ABBA records for this 
mystery set in a ’70s disco. 
Manager Art Deco has been 
mysteriously murdered and 
the fun is to “Stay Alive.” 
Featuring characters and 

music from the fabulous 1970s, where everyone is 
invited to dance!

Ticket includes two-course meal and beverages.  
Scan the QR code to book. 

l Sat 16 Aug, 6pm-9pm, Level 17, City Club, 
$110pp, $800 for a table of 8. Book via link.

TR AV E L  TA L K :  A P T

Discover why APT and Travelmarvel are leaders in 
touring and cruising.
Join us for a Travel Talk in partnership with APT  
and Travelmarvel to explore their top, close-to-home 
trips throughout Australia, including the Outback 
and Kimberley, and New Zealand. Exclusive offers 
will be available on the night for attendees through 
RACV Travel & Experiences.

Light refreshments will be included. RACV Club  
dress code applies. RSVP now as spaces are limited. 
Scan the QR code to book.

l Thu 5 June, 6pm-7.30am, Level 2, City Club, 
free to attend. Book via link.

A N N I E :  P R E M I U M  TH E ATR E  E XP E R I E N C E

Enjoy a VIP experience with Annie at the theatre. 
Pre-show dinner for 12 in your own private suite, 
featuring a two-course meal, premium beverages 
and cocktails at interval. Plus, exclusive Dress Circle 
seating, a souvenir program and private washrooms 
for the ultimate night out.

l Fri 18 Jul, 5:30pm - 10:30pm, Princess Theatre, 
Spring Street, $395pp. Book via link.

YA R R A  Y E R I N G  W I N E  D I N N E R

Join us for an exclusive 
and intimate dinner in the 
City Club Wine Cellar for a 
deep dive into the wines of 
Yarra Yering. Winemaker 
Sarah Crowe will guide us 
through an examination of 
current-release wines with a 

comparison to the same wines from 20 years ago.

This five-course dinner includes dishes matched to 
the wines by Executive Chef Kyle Doody. 
Scan the QR code to book.

l Thu 24 Jul, 6pm-10pm, Wine Cellar, City Club, 
$650pp. Book via link.

D O N ’ T
M I S S

FLASH
SALE

Save up to 50%* when you stay two or more nights at
RACV City Club or RACV Healesville Country Club & Resort. 

Book by 15 June 2025
Visit racv.com.au/club-member-offers

*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. Valid to book until 15/06/2025, for stays from 29/06/2025 to 30/10/2025. 
Restrictions and blackout dates may apply – check with club directly for details. Minimum 2-night stay applies. RACV City Club: 
RACV Club Members receive 50% off Bed & Breakfast rates Sunday-Wednesday inclusive, and 25% off Bed & Breakfast rates 
on Thursday-Saturday inclusive. Discount available on Standard King, Standard Family Room and King Spa Suite only. RACV 
Healesville Country Club & Resort: RACV Club Members receive 40% off Bed & Breakfast rates Sunday-Wednesday inclusive, and 
20% off Bed & Breakfast rates on Thursday-Saturday inclusive. Discount available on all room types excluding Lawn View Room. 
Strictly limited availability each day. No refunds or cancellations on bookings permitted. Not available in conjunction with any other 
offer unless otherwise stated.

http://racv.com.au/club-whats-on
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz67cf834e57359431/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz681afdd44dc73250/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz673137e1042fd194/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz681161be922da603/interface.html
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F L AV O U R S  O F 
N O R M A N D Y :

An Evening with Philippe Mouchel

Renowned  
culinary master  
Philippe Mouchel 
puts his Normandy 
homeland on 
the menu for a 
signature dinner 
event to write 
home about. 

C O V E R 
S T O R Y
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We are thrilled to pass the culinary torch 
from the renowned Gabriel Gaté to the 
illustrious Philippe Mouchel. The multi-

awarded chef puts his Roeun, Normandy, homeland 
on the culinary map in Philippe’s first Healesville 
Country Club & Resort signature dinner event.  

The evening’s theme, Normandy, pays homage 
to Philippe’s origins. Envision a classic French 
ambience: warm, inviting and moody, with vibrant 
touches of French culture and music, evoking the 
charm of a seaside market.

Raising the bar on the traditional, rustic flavours of 
Normandy cuisine is what members can look forward 
to on Friday 25 July, from 6:30pm-11pm at Ballroom, 
Healesville Country Club & Resort.

Guests will indulge in exquisite canapés and a four-
course menu, each dish perfectly paired with select 
beverages. This promises to be an unforgettable 
celebration of French culinary artistry.

Harking from a family of great cooks sourcing 
lovingly homegrown produce, Philippe learnt early 
on that taking pleasure in cooking also means eating 
well. 

Philippe’s father was a chef and enormous inspiration 
on Philippe’s chosen career path. “I like the fact that 
being a chef involves something different every day,” 
Philippe says. “I like to cook and serve customers — 
and to teach the next generation of chefs.”

Having trained with the renowned Paul Bocuse in 
France and being entrusted to open the first Bocuse 
signature restaurant in Japan, the similarly multi-
awarded Philippe opened a string of successful 
restaurants in Sydney and Melbourne. These include 
his eponymous restaurant in Collins Street, where 
we meet to discuss the tantalising albeit serious 
business of what members can expect to savour at the 
Healesville signature dinner event.     

The flavours of Normandy will be in their element. 
“We will have cider, Calvados and most likely a duck 
dish, probably garnished with apple,” Philippe says. 
“Of course, there will be typical cheeses such as 
Livarot and Camembert, a fish dish and Normandy 
cream.”

BOO K 
N OW

Ticket price of $210 per person or 
$1,995 for a table of 10 includes 
four-course menu, beverages 
and entertainment. For booking 
enquiries, call (03) 5962 4899.

Save your seat

WORDS: NICOLE BITTAR   PHOTOS: SHANNON MORRIS

In fact, a specialty dessert is expected to comprise 
the key Normandy ingredients of apple and cream 
flavoured with almonds.      
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An organisation’s legacy is its most valuable 
asset - and few know this better than the 
founders of RACV. 

Since 1903, RACV has been at the heart of Victoria’s 
motoring and hospitality landscape, evolving from 
a small automobile club into a leading member 
organisation (Victoria’s largest and one of Australia’s 
most trusted brands).

This special gala dinner honours that rich legacy 
while marking 20 years at our home base on 501 
Bourke Street, Melbourne. 

Toasting the past, present and future, members will 
be treated to a jubilant evening of fine dining, live 
entertainment and heartfelt reflections on RACV 
Club’s rewarding journey. 

Membership interest in the event is understandably 
gaining, with members set to sip and sup on a three-
course, themed dinner at a black-tie event at the 
Club’s Ballroom on Level 17, 501 Bourke Street, on 
Saturday 28 June from 6pm-10pm.

The celebratory menu, many months in the making, 
was a momentous undertaking, says RACV Club 
Executive Chef Kyle Doody.

“The menu will be tipping a hat to menus of the past, 
but the cuisine has also been given a reimagining of 
the dishes to reflect the times we live in and the Club 
that houses us so embracingly now,” Kyle says.

“Think a modern twist to dishes such as Seafood 
Cocktail RACV and Duck Manon, to name a few — 
and our wonderful team at Le Petit Gâteau will also 
be contributing to the rich tapestry of RACV Club at 
Bourke Street with a sensational dessert offering.”

New and longtime members alike are keenly 
anticipating the gala dinner, which is certain to be 
a memorable occasion in a culinary, historical and 
celebratory sense. 

RACV City Club proudly marks its 20th anniversary at 501 Bourke 
Street, and its 122-year-old legacy, with a fittingly opulent gala event.

E AT  & 
D R I N K

B L A C K-T I E  C E L E B R AT I O N

C H R I S T M A S  D AY  B O O K I N G  G U I D E 

Don’t miss your chance 
to attend these exclusive 
member events. Scan the 
QR code to find out more 
and reserve your spot.

What’s on at the Club
Ticket price of $150 per person or $1120 for a  
table of eight includes three-course themed 
meal and beverage package. Dress code: black 
tie. For bookings, call (03) 9944 8888.

FI N D OUT
M O RE

PHOTO: (PAGE 8): GETTY (PAGE 9): MATT HARVEY
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C H R I S T M A S  D AY  B O O K I N G  G U I D E 

BOOKING DATES & PRICING 
Pricing includes 15% surcharge

MENUS

CITY – LEVEL 17  
Lunch: Opens Monday 7 July
Adult: $265 | Teen: $215 | Child: $115

Seafood buffet, turkey, ham, roast vegetables, salad, dessert buffet. 
Beverages included (beer, wine, soft drink). 

CITY – LEVEL 2  
Lunch: Opens Thursday 10 July 
Adult: $255 | Teen: $205 | Child: $105

Seafood platter served to table, turkey, ham,  
roast vegetables, salad, dessert buffet.  
Beverages included (beer, wine, soft drink). 

CITY – MEMBERS’ DINING ROOM  
Lunch: Opens Tuesday 8 July 
Adult: $260 | Teen: $230 | Child: $99 

Four-course set menu with choice of main and dessert. Includes 
complimentary Champagne. Optional $90 premium wine package. 

CITY – BISTRO  
Lunch & Dinner: 
Opens Wednesday 9 July  
Adult: $215 | Teen: $180 | Child: $90 

Lunch: Three-course choice menu plus dessert buffet. Complimentary 
sparkling, beer, wine, soft drink. Additional beverages at bar prices. 

Dinner: Three-course choice menu. Complimentary sparkling, beer, 
wine, soft drink. Additional beverages at bar prices. 

HEALESVILLE – BALLROOM  
Lunch: Opens Friday 4 July
Adult: $160 | Teen: $140 | Child: $70

Seafood buffet, turkey, ham, roast vegetables, salad, dessert buffet. 
Beverage selection included: beer, wine, soft drink.  

HEALESVILLE – BANYALLA  
Lunch: Opens Friday 4 July
No bookings or waitlists before these dates. 

Adult: $220 | Teen: $190 | Child: $99

Four-course set menu. Includes complimentary glass of sparkling wine. 
Children to be served a three-course set menu.

HEALESVILLE – RIDDELL’S GREEN  
Dinner: À la carte menu from 5pm  
À la carte menu prices plus 15% surcharge

À la carte menu.	

It’s the most wonderful time of the year for RACV City Club, Healesville Country Club 
& Resort and its valued members. Bookings for Christmas Day celebrations at seven  
superb venues open from Friday 4 July. 

FOR BOOKINGS, CALL RACV CITY CLUB ON (03) 9944 8888; BALLROOM,  
BANYALLA AND RIDDELL’S GREEN AT HEALESVILLE COUNTRY CLUB & RESORT ON (03) 5962 4899. 

CONFIRMATION & PAYMENT 
•	 Initial booking: Confirmation email sent via ResDiary.  
•	 Wednesday 1 October: Members receive a reminder email. 
•	 Monday 10 November: Changes/cancellations after this date incur full charge. 
•	 Wednesday 25 December: Full charge applied, including no-shows.



10  HIGHLIGHTS JUNE 20251  HIGHLIGHTS JUNE 2025

Royal Pines Resort’s Arakawa is a longstanding 
favourite of Queenslanders and guests of RACV 
Royal Pines Resort. Recently, the Japanese 

restaurant has had a comprehensive makeover, 
with an enlivened interior blending tradition and 
innovation seamlessly. 

Step into an immersive experience the moment 
you enter. Modern murals depict Japanese women 
in traditional attire, evoking a sense of grace and 
movement. Meanwhile, dark flooring and accents 
create a perfect contrast with the brightly adorned 
walls and the sculptural, creatively plated dishes.

Dining here is a pleasure and adventure in equal 
parts, and Arakawa’s skilful chefs make sure 
of it. Precision underpins every element of the 
thoughtfully arranged dishes, as is the Arakawa way. 
Every cut of sushi and sashimi is purposeful, and à la 
carte dishes like tempura squid, chicken yakitori and 
braised pork belly are presented like works of art.

Sophisticated, but far from formal, Arakawa is the 
destination for quality Japanese cuisine. Book a table 
from Tuesday to Saturday whether you’re celebrating 
or visiting midweek for a casual, yet elegant, meal. 
And if you’d like to elevate your dining experience, 
you can choose between fun-filled teppanyaki tables 
or a more intimate tatami setting. 

The awe-inspiring transformation of Arakawa

Book your Japanese dining 
experience via the website, 
or scan the QR code.

RACV Club Members save on 
accommodation at RACV Royal Pines Resort

From the golf course to the day spa, the pool  
to the eight bars and restaurants, experience 
5-star excellence at RACV Royal Pines Resort.  

You’ll save up to 50%* off  
standard accommodation  
rates as an RACV Club Member. 

To book visit our website 
or scan the QR code.

*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. Restrictions may apply – check with property directly for details. Not available in conjunction with 
any other offer unless otherwise stated. RACV Club Members receive up to 30% off, Access and Legacy Members receive up to 50% off the standard room 
only and bed & breakfast rates when booking direct. One room only can be booked per RACV Club membership. Guest must present current RACV Club 
membership and ID at check-in to confirm membership and receive this discount.

RACV ROYAL PINES RESORT

Arakawa restaurant interior

BOO K 
N OW

I N  T H E  S W I M

P R O M OT I O N

website

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-experiences/resorts/royal-pines-gold-coast.html?cmpid=leisure:resorts:royalpines:press:club-highlights:digital
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-experiences/resorts/royal-pines-gold-coast/dining-bar/arakawa.html?cmpid=leisure:resorts:royalpines:press:club-highlights:digital
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Popular aqua instructor Joan O’Callaghan  
proves that age is no barrier to prime health. 

 
Joan turned 80 in March this year and the RACV City 
Club Fitness Centre organised a special luncheon to 
celebrate her big day in the Carbine Bar. Fifty of Joan’s 
aqua class participants were in attendance and, as 
you can see, the mood was sparkling.

Just as remarkably, Joan has been with City Club  
in her current role for 18 years this month. She 
teaches the aqua fitness class three times a week  
and is a favourite with members and staff alike.

Thank you, Joan, for your wonderful service. 

Aqua aerobics classes run for 45 minutes per session 
in our leisure lane on various days of the week. We 
welcome participants with a basic level of fitness to 
join in and have some fun.  

l For aqua fitness class details,  
call (03) 9944 8860.

For unforgettable resort activities, elegant food and 
drink options, wellness, shopping, local experiences 
and private yacht charter, you can’t go past sunny 
Newport Beach in the southern Orange County of 
California. The number one resort in this rarefied 
region, according to The US News & World Report, 
Balboa Bay Resort is the epitome of waterfront 
opulence and glamour.

RACV Club Members need to arrange a letter of 
introduction prior to visiting a Reciprocal Club. 
Details at racv.com.au/club or scan the QR code.

Reciprocal Club

I N  T H E  S W I M

W E L L N E S S

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club.html
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S H A R E D  I N T E R E S T S 
Y I E L D  G R O W T H

Member interest groups are an essential element 
of the RACV Club ethos. They not only unite 
members over shared interests but are often 

the catalyst for building lifelong associations.

Whether your focus is on personal development, 
business networking, book club, billiards, appreciating 
visual art or the art of conversation, we offer Club 
members about 18 member interest groups that occur 
monthly or more frequently, depending on demand.

The squash group is one such entity that keeps 
members energised, fit and in competition mode. With 
10 teams ranging from grades A1 through F, the RACV 
Squash Club competes in the Melbourne Club Circuit 
with games usually played on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings. Coaching, court hire and social 
play are all available, with four dedicated squash courts 
located in our City Club Fitness Centre. 

The next major event, the Club Championships, is 
scheduled for Saturday 26 July and Sunday 27 July.  
To register, email squashracv@gmail.com.

President of the RACV Squash Section and Club 
champion Geoff Chambers and son (City Club 
Member Coordinator) Robert Chambers might not 
share an interest on the squash court, but together 
have competed in the past two years’ Family Doubles 
competition in the billiards group.

An RACV Club member since 1977, Geoff has played 
more than 1,000 competitive matches at the Club, 
winning the B Grade Club Championship three times. 
He has many strings to his bow.

“I was involved in introducing jazz events at the Club, 
facilitating the Club’s involvement with jazz impresario 
Michael Tortoni,” Geoff says. “My son, Robert, as a 
member of the Club’s Event Team, has been responsible 
for taking that forward with several large jazz events and 
regular midweek jazz evenings in the Wine Bar.”

Both believe the father-son connection in the member 
interest groups is the essence of RACV Club’s philosophy. 
Robert is an active member of the popular Young 
Professionals cohort and says of the familial bond: “We 
have a shared view of the benefits of participating in these 
groups and the way it enriches Club life.”

The Young Professionals group unites a growing band of 
likeminded professionals.

This social group is a collection of Club members who 
are still in the professional stage of their lives. Meet 
people from diverse backgrounds and industries, develop 
business connections, and most importantly socialise 
with Club members at monthly drinks catchups and 
special events throughout the year.

Young Professionals get together on the first Thursday of 
the month at 5pm at the Wine Bar, City Club.

RACV Club’s member interest groups keep driving  
business networking, social community, in-demand activities and  

events that inspire the next generation.

M E E T  & 
C O N N E C T

 
PHOTO: FATHER-SON GEOFF AND ROBERT CHAMBERS ARE  
PROOF POSITIVE OF THE GROUPS’ MULTIGENERATIONAL APPEAL.

l Make the most of your membership by finding 
the group that suits your interests. Visit Member 
Interest Groups | RACV Club

https://www.racv.com.au/racv-club/events-experiences/community/interest-groups.html
https://www.racv.com.au/racv-club/events-experiences/community/interest-groups.html
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The atmosphere was exhilarating  
at our biggest Four Chef 
Showdown yet, which took place 

on Level 17, City Club, on Friday 11 April. 

Culinary duos from City Club and 
Healesville Country Club & Resort went 
head-to-head in a tussle of timing and 
gastronomic artistry. Many hands make 
light work in staging the annual Four 
Chef Showdown and a host of RACV 
Club staff and this year’s joint winners, 
Lalit Kumar and Josh Cochrane, did their 
teams proud.

The launch night of the 100th anniversary of the RACV Club Annual 
Snooker Tournament on Thursday 8 May captured the boundless spirit  
and energy of our snooker enthusiasts. 

Forty people were in attendance to enjoy some food and a specially baked  
replica billiard table chocolate-and-hazelnut cake. 

RACV Club General Manager Rob Everett was also there to take part in  
the rip-roaring evening, which was hosted by RACV Resident Professional  
Robby Foldvari. 

There were more than $200 in prizes on offer (including gift vouchers and wine) 
in the Lightning Snooker Competition, which was won by Gary Nunn. The main 
handicap tournament attracted a record 78 entries. The winner and finalist will 
have their names etched on the illustrious honour board in the billiard room.
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FI N D OUT 
M O RE

We Dream in Colour, in the Gallery Lounge, 
and presented in collaboration with 
independent gallery Sarah Scout Presents, 

showcases three celebrated artists — Nadine 
Christensen, Greg Creek and Anna Finlayson — who 
invite us to see the world not just as it is, but as it 
feels, dreams and remembers. Through bold colour 
palettes and a blend of visual languages, these artists 
delve into the formal, physical and psychological 
terrains that define our experience of place and self.

We Dream  
in Colour is a 
kaleidoscope 
of mediums 
and motifs, 
looking beyond 
traditional 
landscape 
painting 
or pure 
abstraction. 
Christensen’s 
layered 

compositions apply elements of collage and colour 
shifts to suggest fleeting urban moments and 
ephemeral thoughts. Creek blends fragmented 
domestic and industrial spaces with speculative 
fiction to create allegories about contemporary 
life. Finlayson, meanwhile, works with delicate 
watercolours and graphic forms, creating an 
exploration of colour that is both whimsical and 
reflective.

Together, these artists span a wide visual spectrum, 
from representation to abstraction, a painted gesture 
to careful observation. Yet they’re united by a shared 
desire to map the intangible: the sensations, dreams, 
and subtle cues that shape our interactions with 
the world. Whether you’re drawn to the cerebral, 
the sensory, or the surreal, this exhibition offers 
the chance to step inside a world where boundaries 
dissolve and dreamscapes take the lead.

We Dream in Colour  
runs until Sunday 3 August, 
RACV City Club Gallery Lounge. 
Hear from the artists while 
delighting upon culinary 
masterpieces at the Art of 
Lunch, Saturday 5 July,  
12-3:30pm. $140 per person.  
Book via the QR Code

A breathtaking new exhibition brings together the artworks of a 
celebrated trio of Australian artists who use colour to explore formal,  

physical and psychological realms.

V I S U A L 
A R T

T R U E  C O L O U R S

Anna Finlayson, Words and Colours 2024,  
Pencil and gouache on paper, framed, 80 x 60 cm, 
courtesy the artist and Sarah Scout Presents.

WORDS: ELLEN WIGNELL, RACV VISUAL ART CURATOR 
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Nadine Christensen,  
Patches, Falling 2023, Acrylic on 
board with cedar stretcher, 150 
x 120 cm, courtesy the artist and 
Sarah Scout Presents.

 
PHOTOS: (PAGE 14) ANNA FINLAYSON, 
PHOTOGRAPHY LARA DUTKA.  
(PAGE 15) TOP RIGHT: GREG CREEK,  
PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY  
SHEPPARTON ART MUSEUM.  
BOTTOM LEFT: NADINE CHRISTENSEN,  
PHOTOGRAPHY PHOEBE POWELL. 

Greg Creek  
Lubeck-Red Shift painting 2024  
Oil and acrylic on cut linen,  
198.5 x 198.5 cm, courtesy the 
artist and Sarah Scout Presents
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E S C A P E

Cool tropical breezes, 
warm water the colour 

of topaz and exploration 
opportunities abound at 

the wondrous Whitsundays.
Image: Getty

W I N T E R - F R E E 
Z O N E :  W E L C O M E 
T O  W H I T S U N D AY S
Whitehaven Beach, with its pure white 
silica sand and vibrant turquoise water, 
is one of the defining images of the 
Whitsunday Islands. But it’s not the 
only must-see destination among the 
archipelago’s 74 islands.
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Here are some of the best ways to have an idyllic 
tropical holiday there and better yet, RACV 
members can enjoy special offers and discounts at 

local attractions, too.

W H I T E H A V E N  B E A C H

The Whitsundays are located along Queensland’s 
central coast, just over 1,100km north of Brisbane and 55 
kilometres out into the Coral Sea.

The largest island is Whitsunday Island, home to the 
seven-kilometre-long Whitehaven Beach. Despite almost 
year-round sunshine, the silica composition of the sand 
remains cool to touch for bare feet. The water, however, 
is warm.

There are plenty of ways to get there, too, from scenic 
helicopter flights that land on the beach, to yachts and 
ferries, many departing from Airlie Beach. 

H A M I L T O N  I S L A N D 

The largest inhabited island within the Whitsundays, 
Hamilton Island is not only a quintessential tropical 
island paradise, but the gateway to the Great Barrier Reef 
and an ideal base to explore the region via seaplanes, 
helicopters or yachts.

Hamilton Island also has plenty of accommodation 
and activity options. Relax by a pool, indulge in spa 
treatments, dine at bars and restaurants or play 18 holes 
at Hamilton Island Golf Club.

T H E  H E A R T  R E E F

As equally iconic as Whitehaven, and near to it, is the 
Heart Reef, a collection of coral that has, to the delight of 
romantics everywhere, naturally formed into the shape 
of a heart.

Given its popularity with sightseers, it’s protected, so 
you can’t dive or snorkel there. However, it’s best viewed 
from above anyway.

Scenic flights, on helicopters, light planes or sea planes, 
depart from Airlie Beach, Whitsunday Coast Airport and 
Hamilton and Daydream Islands.

H A R D Y  R E E F

Heart Reef is nestled within a lagoon that’s part of the 
bigger Hardy Reef, where you can get in the water with 
the incredible coral and amazing marine life and stay 
overnight.

Moored 39 nautical miles from the mainland, the 
recently refurbished Reefworld is a pontoon that provides 
ways to experience the reef from a different angle.

Reefworld is also home to the reef’s first underwater 
hotel. Their ‘Reefsuites’ are located below sea level with 
massive windows to observe dazzling marine life.

A I R L I E  B E A C H

Your mainland base for all things Whitsundays is Airlie 
Beach, given the multitude of day trips and tour packages 
departing from here.

With its own palm-lined beaches and small population, 
it has a relaxed coastal village feel, with Airlie Beach 
Lagoon a highlight.

Now’s the time to escape the southern winter and bask in 
the glow of a Whitsundays Island holiday. 

FI N D OUT
M O RE

Travel experts from RACV Travel & Experiences are 
on hand at City Club to help Club members plan 
their next unforgettable holiday. 

RACV Club Members enjoy  
year-round savings on  
holiday packages, tours,  
cruises and more.  Contact  
our travel experts instore,  
online or call 03 8613 9600. 

Book a holiday  
that stays with you
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1
CRAFT SERIES: MOSS BALLS (KOKEDAMA)
Sunday 1 June, 1pm – 3pm
Club Pavilion, City Club

3
AUTHOR TALK: DEMYSTIFYING DEMENTIA
Tuesday 3 June, 5:45pm - 8pm
Library, City Club

5
TRAVEL TALK: APT
Thursday 5 June, 6pm – 7:30pm
Level 2, City Club

7
SHOKU NO KOKORO: JAPANESE DINNER
Saturday 7 June, 6pm - 10pm
Level 17, City Club

10
STEEPED IN CONVERSATION
Tuesday 10 June, from 11am
Gallery Lounge, City Club

EXPERIENCE & EXPLORE: TARRAWARRA BIENNIAL
Tuesday 10 June, 2pm - 4pm
313 Healesville-Yarra Glen Road, Healesville 3777

DANCE SERIES: SALSA
8-week course; Tuesdays 10 June - 29 July, 
6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Fitness Centre, City Club 

11
GUNDOG WINERY DINNER WITH MATT BURTON
Wednesday 11 June, 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Private Dining Room, City Club

MIDWEEK JAZZ AT THE BAR – LINDA TAYLOR TRIO
Wednesday 11 June, 6pm – 8:30pm
Wine Bar, City Club

12
TRAVEL TALK: PRINCESS
Thursday 12 June, 6pm - 7:30pm
Level 2, City Club

INSIGHTS FROM A SERIES OF CAREER PIVOTS
Thursday 12 June, 12pm - 2:30pm
Club Pavilion, City Club

15 CRAFT SERIES: 3D TEXTURE (PASTE AND PALETTE)
Sunday 15 June, 1pm – 3pm
Club Pavilion, City Club

20
FILM GROUP: SHINE
Friday 20 June, 11am - 1pm
The Theatrette, City Club

25
MIDWEEK JAZZ AT THE BAR – AFTER DARK
Wednesday 25 June, 7pm – 9:30pm
Wine Bar, City Club

27
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BOSTON & FRENCH 
IMPRESSIONISM AT NGV
Friday 27 June, 10am – 12:30pm
Level 2, City Club

28
GALA DINNER: 20 YEARS AT 501 BOURKE STREET
Saturday 28 June, 6pm – 10pm
Level 17, City Club

WEEKEND WALK – ART DECO & MODERNISM IN 
MELBOURNE
Saturday 28 June, 10am – 12pm
Meeting point: In front of St Michael’s Church,  
cnr Collins & Russell Streets

W H AT ’ S  O N
J U N E
2 0 2 5

Join fellow members in your 
favourite pastimes with 

member interest groups.

  

*Terms and conditions apply. For more information visit racv.com.au/club-whats-on 

EXCLUSIVE EVENTS 
WITH RACV CLUB

Get access to premium experiences at premier 
sports, entertainment and dining venues.

Find out more
racv.com.au/club-whats-on

5 Western Bulldogs vs Hawthorn

6 Harry Potter x Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

7 Katy Perry 

7 Richmond vs Sydney

8 Carlton vs Essendon

9 Melbourne vs Collingwood

12 Katy Perry 

12 St Kilda vs Western Bulldogs

13 Katy Perry

14 Katy Perry

14 Essendon vs Geelong

21 Carlton vs North Melbourne

21 Collingwood St Kilda

22 Western Bulldogs vs Richmond

25 Critical Role

28 Central Cee

J U N E
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*Terms and conditions apply. For more information visit racv.com.au/club-whats-on 

EXCLUSIVE EVENTS 
WITH RACV CLUB

Get access to premium experiences at premier 
sports, entertainment and dining venues.

Find out more
racv.com.au/club-whats-on

5 Western Bulldogs vs Hawthorn

6 Harry Potter x Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

7 Katy Perry 

7 Richmond vs Sydney

8 Carlton vs Essendon

9 Melbourne vs Collingwood

12 Katy Perry 

12 St Kilda vs Western Bulldogs

13 Katy Perry

14 Katy Perry

14 Essendon vs Geelong

21 Carlton vs North Melbourne

21 Collingwood St Kilda

22 Western Bulldogs vs Richmond

25 Critical Role

28 Central Cee

J U N E

https://www.racv.com.au/racv-club/events-experiences/whats-on.html
https://www.racv.com.au/racv-club/events-experiences/whats-on.html


* Terms and conditions apply. Offers are subject to availability and prices subject to change. Seasonal surcharges may apply. Unless otherwise stated: advertised prices are per 
person twin share, include all advertised savings or upgrades and do not include fl ights. Must quote valid RACV Club Membership number at time of booking to secure Member 
pricing. Whitsundays Reefsleep: Book online to secure advertised price. Queensland & Barrier Reef: Based on Princess Plus™ fare, Balcony Stateroom (Category BF4). Beverage 
Package includes drinks up to $22 each when aged 18+ (or 21+ on some international voyages.). Charges apply for shore excursions and specialty dining. Travel is subject to the 
Princess Cruises’ Passage Contract which all guests are bound by. Cruise itineraries and onboard offerings are not guaranteed. Prices correct as of 12 May 2025. Please see RACV 
website for details. Images: Tourism & Events Queensland. 

  Hayman Island, QLD

RACV Club Member discounts
on the latest holiday offers

Book where
you pay less

 Call 03 8613 9600, visit racv.com.au/travel or enquire in-store

Whitsundays Reefsleep
2 days
Airlie Beach  Airlie Beach 
All meals included
Snorkel, semi-sub rides & more  

Highlights
The ultimate overnight Great Barrier 
Reef glamping experience at Reefworld 
Pontoon. Includes scenic Whitsundays 
cruise and range of marine activities. 

Luxury Hayman Island
3 nights 5-star accommodation
Daily breakfast, dinner 
Free non-motorised water activities
Free tennis, squash and more  

Highlights
Stay at the InterContinental Hayman 
Island Resort in a King Classic room with 
luxurious amenities including one of 
Australia’s largest pools. 

QLD & Great Barrier Reef 
10 nights Sydney  Sydney
Departs 28 March 2026 
Discovery Princess®
Balcony Stateroom  

Highlights
Brisbane, Airlie Breach, Cairns and Port 
Douglas. Princess Plus™ fare includes 
Wi-Fi, OceanNow delivery, Beverage 
Package, casual dining and more. 

Club Member online price
from $626* p/p

Club Member price
from $1,210* p/p

Club Member price 

from $3,850* p/p

SAVE 10% - BOOK ONLINE ONLY* SAVE UP TO $100*SAVE UP TO $62*

1000s of tours, cruises & holiday packages Travel agencies located in Melbourne CBD, Geelong & Ballarat

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-experiences.html



