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MONDAY, 22 APRIL 2024  

VICTORIA THE ONLY STATE NOT PROTECTING 
EMERGENCY ROADSIDE WORKERS 

The South Australian Government has introduced legislation to parliament that, if passed, will reduce the 

speed limit when drivers pass all roadside breakdown and recovery vehicles such as Royal Automobile 

Association of South Australia (RAA) patrol vans.  

This means Victoria is the only State jurisdiction, NT being the only territory, where emergency roadside 

assistance workers are not protected by reduced speed limits offered by the rule known nationally as the 

‘Slow Down, Move Over’ rule.  

The current ‘Slow Down, Move Over’ rule in Victoria – or Road Rule 79A – only requires drivers to slow 

down to 40km when passing vehicles with red and blue lights, such as a slow-moving police vehicles and 

emergency vehicles.  

RACV General Manager of Automotive Services, Jackie Pedersen, says it is now time for the Victorian 

Government to ensure RACV emergency roadside assistance workers and tow truck drivers are provided 

the same protection as in other States. 

“It is heartening to see that our colleagues in RAA are now protected just like workers driving vehicles 

with red and blue flashing lights,” Ms Pedersen said. 

“Following this development, we continue our call for the Victorian Government to urgently introduce a 40 

kilometre per hour speed limit for passing vehicles with yellow flashing lights, including RACV patrol vans 

and tow trucks. 

“RACV is committed to achieving a safe environment, not just for our service providers, but also our 

members when they are stranded at the side of the road and we look forward to a positive response from 

the Victorian Government.” 

-ENDS- 

Further information   

High-res images are available for use, please email the RACV media team.  

Since 1903, RACV has been one of Australia’s most trusted brands and is the largest member 

organisation in Victoria. 

https://www.racv.com.au/
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RACV is proud to provide exceptional experiences for our members and customers through a range of 

products and services across motoring and mobility, home, energy and leisure. These include emergency 

roadside assistance, motor insurance, home insurance, home trades and an increasing range of options 

in the cleaner energy space, such as RACV Solar. We have 10 clubs and resorts across Australia and 

offer a range of domestic and international holiday packages, tours and cruises from our trusted travel 

partners. 

The information provided is general advice only. Before making any decisions please consider your own 

circumstances and the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations. For copies, visit 

racv.com.au. As distributor, RACV Insurance Services Pty Ltd AFS Licence No. 230039 receives commission for 

each policy sold or renewed. Products issued by Insurance Manufacturers of Australia Pty Ltd ABN 93 004 208 084 

AFS Licence No. 227678. 

RACV Trades is a trading name of RACV's trade partner, Club Home Response Pty Ltd (Victorian registered 

domestic building practitioner number CDB U 100178). All works are performed or arranged by Club Home 

Response Pty Ltd. trading as RACV Trades. 
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