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What RACV wants  
for regional Victoria 
 
For 10 years, Victoria’s growth has been the strongest of any 
Australian state or territory and it is forecast to grow to more 
than 10 million by 2050 1. Victoria’s liveability and economic 
well-being rely heavily on the ability of the transport network  
to meet the demands of our growing population. 

Across regional Victoria, RACV has identified 76 transport 
projects at a cost of more than $4.7 billion that are needed 
across Victoria’s 10 largest regional centres, and major 
commuter corridors between them. This includes road, public 
transport and bicycle projects throughout Ballarat, Greater 
Bendigo, Greater Geelong, Horsham, Latrobe, Mildura, Greater 
Shepparton, Wangaratta, Warrnambool and Wodonga. 

For these communities, infrastructure planning and investment 
will be key to ensuring they remain great places to live and 
work. It is essential there are good transport links for people to 
access hospitals, schools and of course their jobs. This means 
access to Melbourne, and access to major regional centres from 
the surrounding areas. 

Our previous report in 2014, Growing Pains: Regional Victoria, 
identified 79 projects requiring an investment of $4.6 billion over 
the decade to 2024 to address critical road and public transport 
deficiencies. It’s great to see progress on nearly 35 per cent of 
the projects identified, with 11 projects completed and many 
more underway or funded to start soon. 

We have consulted with local Councils and State Government 
departments to identify the key projects still needed so these 
regional centres can cater for the needs of their residents 
and businesses and avoid the ‘growing pains’ associated with 
increased population and a lack of investment in infrastructure. 

While it has been great to see increased funding in regional 
rail improvements and road safety in recent years, there is 
still a significant amount of work to do and funding needs to 
be sustained, not just drop away once current projects are 
completed. A holistic approach to planning and investments is 
required so we are not always trying to catch up. Instead we need 
to be keeping up with the needs of Victorians.

On behalf of our two million members, RACV calls on the 
Federal and State Governments to adopt our suite of road, public 
transport and bike riding projects critical for regional Victoria. 
The projects identified will improve travel to, from and within 
regional Victoria providing greater choices for how people  
choose to travel.  

We want to see a pipeline of regional transport projects 
developed, including those in our report, with adequate  
and ongoing funding, making Victoria a great place to live.  
This pipeline must be supported by the two major political 
parties, so we have a true vision for what transport in Victoria 
should look like. This means we can get on with the  
business of assessing the merit of  
individual projects. 

Regional Victoria 
is growing and 
changing
Current projections indicate that the population 
in regional Victoria will grow from 1.4 million 
to 2.1 million by 2051 2. While the overall 
population of our regional communities 
will remain modest compared to Greater 
Melbourne 3, our regions have seen major 
changes over the last 30 years and they are 
likely to keep changing. Simple farming 
practices and small townships have been 
transformed by technology, global trade, 
environmental management and climate 
change. These and other factors have 
led to the emergence of a few dominant 
regional towns and the beginnings of 
major urban cities including Geelong, 
Ballarat and Bendigo. Between 2011 
and 2031, these three largest regional 
districts by population are projected 
to account for approximately half of 
the population growth across all of 
Victoria’s regions. 



Tourists must have 
safe, high quality access to 
their destinations if these industries  
are to succeed in a competitive global market.

Stronger links to Melbourne  
Notwithstanding local regional industries, settlement patterns 
across Victoria are influenced by the strength of Melbourne’s 
economy. Our regional cities with the highest growth rates, such 
as Greater Geelong, Ballarat and Greater Bendigo, are among 
the closest in distance to Melbourne. Travel times play a role too, 
with more people choosing the benefits of a regional lifestyle 
and commuting to Melbourne. This is hardly surprising when a 
train trip from Geelong or Ballarat can take the same amount 
of time as it does to drive from the outer suburbs of Melbourne. 
This trend strongly highlights the importance of transport access 

to the state capital whether for a daily commute or an 
occassional trip.  
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Travelling to and within  
towns and regional cities  
Improving access to and within town centres, and connectivity 
between regional centres is an important part of attracting and 
improving liveability in regional areas. 

In the past, this meant only better road networks, but larger 
towns and regional cities across Victoria are embracing 
public transport, walking and cycling, reflecting global trends 
towards more active lifestyles and lower environmental 
impacts. To encourage these mode changes, regional 
cities and rural communities need to be provided with 
more options, including more train and bus services and 
improved bicycle and pedestrian connections, so that 
residents can access services and facilities without 
always relying on a car. 

When driving a car is necessary or more convenient, 
regional road networks must be safe, efficient 
and well connected. Poor roads, high volumes of 
trucks, and the dangers of fatigued drivers, are 
common risks. Roads should be maintained to 
safe standards, and designed with features 
that reduce the risk and severity of crashes. 
Even better, reliable and frequent train 
and coach services can provide an 
easier, safer and more enjoyable way 
to travel long distances.

A plan for regional Victoria  
RACV wants the Federal and State Governments to  
fund the 76 transport projects at a cost of more than  
$4.7 billion, that are needed across Victoria’s 10 largest 
regional centres, and the major transport corridors 
between them. This will ensure better transport 
connections, more choices for how people travel around 
regional Victoria and ensure it remains a great place to live 
and work. The projects are listed in Table 1 and are shown 
in our interactive map at www.racv.com.au/growingpains

Growing pains  
The ten local government areas we have focused on are 
home to the largest regional cities outside metropolitan 
Melbourne, with well-established economies and 
the potential to expand further. If their infrastructure 
and transport services keep pace, and education and 
employment opportunities are provided, then these cities  
will continue to attract people from Melbourne and  
elsewhere and retain existing residents.

Without a strong transport network, as these regional cities 
continue to expand they will start experiencing congestion 
and frustration just like the growing pains experienced in 
Melbourne’s outer suburbs. 

Connections are key  
To support Victoria’s growing population, freight quantities are 
predicated to more than double existing volumes by 2051 4 and 
our regional transport networks will be doing the heavy lifting. 
Transport networks must effectively span the reaches of our 
state to move goods from their point of origin to local, regional, 
national and international destinations. For imports and 
exports, reliable road and rail connections are important to the 
ports at Melbourne, Hastings, Portland and Geelong, as well  
as Avalon and Melbourne Airports. 

Victoria’s tourism industry increasingly contributes to  
the state’s economy, and also places demands on  
our regional transport networks. In the growing 
nature-based tourism sector, millions of Australian 
and international tourists visit the beach, go for  
a bushwalk or visit national and state parks.  
Many regional towns and cities are tourist 
attractions in their own right with vibrant  
dining and arts cultures and strong  
local heritage.  
 



Ballarat Ballarat rail line Upgrade the capacity and service standard of the Ballarat rail line. Work is 
underway to provide extra services during peak times, and trains every 40 
minutes off-peak. This includes duplication of the rail line from Deer Park 
West to Melton and at Bacchus Marsh, and passing loops at Ballan and 
Millbrook.  Capacity constraints hamper the line and duplication of the track 
from Melton to Ballarat is necessary. 

*

Ballarat Ballarat railway station Upgrade facilities at Ballarat railway station, including additional car parks 
and improve connections to bus services. Work is underway including a new 
multi-deck car park and bus interchange due for completion in 2019/20.  
However more work is needed, including upgrades on the south side of 
the railway line to provide DDA compliant access between platforms, a 
bus interchange for regional V-Line buses and other access and amenity 
improvements. 

$32 million 
(current project)

Ballarat Ballarat Western Link Road 
(BWLR) Stage 2

Construct Stage 2 of the link from Boulevarde Drv to Midland Hwy (south of 
Sebastapol), including a new railway overpass and duplication of Stage 1.

$80 million

Ballarat CBD buses Higher frequency bus services to and from the CBD.

Ballarat Geelong to Ballarat V/Line 
coach services

Improve frequency and scheduling of public transport coach services 
between Geelong and Ballarat.

Ballarat Gillies Rd, Bald Hills Safety upgrades from Creswick Road to Millers Rd. $4 million

Ballarat Glenelg Highway Upgrade to provide for future Ballarat Western Link Road connection to 
Midland Highway.

$10 million

Ballarat Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including Sturt St, Skipton St/Albert 
St and Main Rd/Geelong Rd.

$12 million

Ballarat Mair Street Upgrade Stage 1 upgrade of Mair Street (Dawson Street to Armstrong Street and 
Victoria Street to Hummfray Street) starting soon. This will provide dual 
carriageway, extensive tree planting and amenity improvements. Stage 2 
complete the upgrade of Mair Street through increased traffic lanes and 
streetscaping is needed.

Stage 1 $7.3 
million, Stage 2 
$30 million

Ballarat Midland Highway Capacity and safety upgrades of the Midland Highway between Geelong and 
Bannockburn. Investigate capacity upgrades between Bannockburn and 
Ballarat.

$160 million

Ballarat Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Ballarat Western Highway Upgrade from Buangor to Ararat is underway. Complete duplication from 
Ballarat to Stawell to a minimum 4-star AusRAP standard with safety 
improvements to a minimum 3-star standard between Stawell and South 
Australia.  Bypasses of Ararat and Beaufort. 

$606 million ***

Ballarat Western Victoria Passenger 
Rail

Implement a passenger shuttle rail service that extends from Ararat railway 
station to Horsham and Hamilton, improve coach services in the region and 
standardisation of the rail line from Ballarat to Ararat (Western Rail Project). 

$374 million

Greater Bendigo Bendigo Metro Rail - Stage 3 Stage 1 in late 2016 increased services to Epsom and Eaglehawk including 
every weekday Bendigo-Melbourne train stopping at Kangaroo Flat and 
extra carriages on selected services. Stage 2, to provide increased services,  
has been funded with work due to be completed early 2021. Stage 3 of the 
Bendigo metro project needs investigation to increase services, and provide 
stations at Huntly and Golden Square. Investigation into duplication of the 
track north of Kyneton or extended/additional passing loops is also needed.

Stages 1 & 2 
funded*

Greater Bendigo Bendigo railway station Upgrade facilities at Bendigo railway station including improved pedestrian 
and public transport access and safety. Upgrades have been funded and are 
due to be completed in 2019. 

$15.8 million 
(includes 
Eaglehawk 
upgrade)

Greater Bendigo Calder Freeway/Highway Capacity improvements between Mildura and Red Cliffs. Safety 
improvements between Melbourne and Mildura to a minimum 3-star 
AusRAP standard.

$323 million ***

Greater Bendigo Echuca rail line Following the recent signalling and safety upgrades new trains for additional 
services are needed.  

Greater Bendigo Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including connecting the CBD 
to LaTrobe University, CBD upgrades and extensions to Kangaroo Flat, 
Eaglehawk and Epsom. Strategic cycling corridors are the main routes of 
the bicycle network, just like arterial roads are the main routes for the road 
network.

Greater Bendigo North–Western truck route Upgrade the road standard through shoulder sealing and intersection 
configurations for larger trucks from Marong to Epsom.

$1 million

Greater Bendigo Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Greater Bendigo Swan Hill rail line Upgrade the capacity and service standard of the Swan Hill rail line. 

Greater Bendigo Western Bypass Investigation of options for a possible western bypass to reduce the impact of 
trucks through Marong.

$5 million

Greater Geelong Anglesea Road Complete safety improvements along Anglesea Road with barriers installed 
compliant to VicRoads standards. 

$12 million

Greater Geelong Armstrong Creek bus services Implement five new bus routes for the Armstrong Creek Urban Growth Area. $12.5 million

Greater Geelong Avalon Airport transport 
connections

Plan for an Avalon airport station on the Geelong Rail line. Estimated cost 
for construction 
$100–$250 million  

Greater Geelong Barwon Heads Road Capacity increases from Corio–Waurn Ponds Rd to Lower Duneed Rd. $240 million

Greater Geelong Drysdale Bypass Road Complete the Drysdale Bypass between Drysdale–Ocean Grove Rd to 
Geelong–Portarlington Rd. This project is currently under construction and 
due to be completed by mid 2020.

$117 million

Greater Geelong Geelong rail line Investigate options for higher frequency and faster services to Geelong. 
Complete the project that is underway to upgrade the Warrnambool line west 
of Geelong including signaling and track works to provide faster services, 
additional passing loops at Weerite, new trains and increase to five daily 
return services with connecting coach services. 

*

Greater Geelong Geelong rail yard Relocate the Geelong rail yards currently on the fringes of the Geelong CBD. $200 million

Greater Geelong Geelong Ring Rd extension Extend the Geelong Ring Rd between Surf Coast Highway and  
Geelong–Portarlington Road. Planning is underway.

$350 million

Greater Geelong Geelong to Ballarat V/Line 
coach services

Improve frequency and scheduling of public transport coach services 
between Geelong and Ballarat.

Greater Geelong Geelong–Bacchus Marsh 
Road

Duplicate Geelong–Bacchus Marsh Rd from Corio–Waurn Ponds Rd 
(previously Princes Hwy) to Geelong Ring Rd.

$18 million

Greater Geelong Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including Barrabool Rd, North 
Geelong station to Bay trail and Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rd. 

Greater Geelong Midland Highway Capacity and safety upgrades of the Midland Highway between Geelong and 
Bannockburn. Also investigate capacity upgrades between Bannockburn and 
Ballarat.

$160 million

Greater Geelong North Shore railway station Upgrade facilities at North Shore railway station, including additional car 
parks. 

$4 million

Greater Geelong Princes Highway West Complete duplication from Geelong to Colac to a minimum 4-star AusRAP 
standard with safety and capacity improvements to a minimum 3-star 
standard from Colac to South Australia.

$453 million***

Greater Geelong Public transport corridor Reserve land for a public transport corridor between Armstrong Creek and 
Torquay.

Greater Geelong Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Council Area Project Name Description Cost Council Area Project Name Description Cost 

Table 1:  
RACV Regional Growing Pains Transport Projects Table 1: RACV Regional Growing Pains Transport Projects (continued)



Greater Shepparton Goulburn Valley Highway Safety improvements from Shepparton to New South Wales to a minimum 
3-star AusRAP standard.

$25 million***

Greater Shepparton GV Link Construct a freight and logistics centre south of Mooroopna including an 
intermodal terminal for rail freight.

$20 million (Stage 
1)

Greater Shepparton Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including a central link from 
Victoria Park Lake to the future Greater Shepparton College. 

Greater Shepparton Railway precinct Upgrades to the railway station precinct including a pedestrian overpass 
connecting to Hoskin St, a shared path providing access to Victoria Park Lake 
and improved pedestrian links to the CBD.

$14 million

Greater Shepparton Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Greater Shepparton Shepparton bus interchange Construct a new bus interchange on Maude Street, including improved 
pedestrian access and parking facilities.

$5 million

Greater Shepparton Shepparton Bypass Investigate the Shepparton Bypass from Karrammomus Road to Congupna to 
be constructed to a minimum 4-star AusRAP standard. This may be a staged 
construction with Stage 1 being the Midland Hwy to Echuca-Mooroopna Rd 
to the Goulburn Valley Hwy via an upgraded Wanganui Rd.

$10 million

Greater Shepparton Shepparton rail line Improve frequency of passenger rail services between Shepparton and 
Melbourne. Stage 1 is underway including allowing for a fifth daily return 
service to Melbourne. Stage 2 is funded to include signalling and track 
upgrades to reduce travel times, platform extensions and level crossing 
upgrades . Stage 3 is needed and will allow for nine return services per day. 

Stage 1 $44 
million & Stage 2 
$313

Horsham Alternate road across the 
Wimmera River

Investigate a second road bridge crossing on the western end of Horsham, to 
link the Wimmera Highway (west) with Horsham’s industrial area. 

Horsham Horsham Bypass Construct the Horsham Bypass for the Western Highway. $157 million

Horsham Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including extensions along 
Hamilton St, Firebrace St and Bennett Rd. 

Horsham Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Horsham Western Freeway/Highway Upgrade from Buangor to Ararat is underway. Complete duplication from 
Ballarat to Stawell to a minimum 4-star AusRAP standard with safety 
improvements to a minimum 3-star standard between Stawell and South 
Australia.  Bypasses of Ararat and Beaufort. 

$606 million ***

Horsham Western Victoria Passenger 
Rail

Fund a passenger shuttle rail service that extends from Ararat railway station 
to Horsham and Hamilton, improve coach services in the region and line 
upgrades from Ballarat to Ararat (Western Rail Project).  

$374 million

Horsham Wimmera Intermodal Freight 
Terminal (WIFT) Terminal 
Upgrade

Upgrade of capacity to handle containers at the Wimmera Intermodal Freight 
Terminal, including supporting infrastructure upgrades at the adjacent 
industrial precinct. 

$23 million

Latrobe Gippsland logistics precinct Complete Stage 2 of the industrial estate and transport hub in the Latrobe 
Valley at Morwell. Note that funding was announced in April 2018.

$5.3 million

Latrobe Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including Park Lane/Marshalls Rd, 
Traralgon. 

Latrobe Moe railway station Complete upgrade of facilities. Work is underway to provide an additional 
platform access point, a new ‘kiss and ride’ parking bay, and improvements 
to the coach & bus interchange. 

****

Latrobe Morwell railway station Complete upgrades to Morwell railway station including additional car 
parking. Note that construction is due to start in mid-2018.

****

Latrobe Princes Highway East Complete duplication from Traralgon to Sale to a minimum 4-star AusRAP 
standard and safety improvements to a minimum 3-star AusRAP standard 
from Sale to New South Wales.

$425 million***

Latrobe Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Latrobe Traralgon bypass Construct the Traralgon bypass from Tramway Road to Sheepwash Road to a 
minimum 4-star AusRAP standard.

Latrobe Gippsland rail line Improvements delivered in 2016/17 include 18 extra train services to 
Gippsland each week in 2017, train station upgrades and better trains. 
Further work is needed to improve reliability, frequency and punctuality 
including extra passing loops, track and signalling upgrades to enable higher 
train speeds. There is also a need to plan for the South East Rail Link (SERL). 
SERL is a dedicated rail freight link between Dandenong and Dynon and is 
contingent on the completion of Melbourne Metro. 

***

Latrobe Traralgon railway station Construct a second platform at Traralgon railway station and upgrade 
facilities, including additional car parks. Note that work is underway to 
provide additional car parking, an extra platform entrance and better bus 
shelter.  

****

Mildura Alternative River Crossing Provide a second Murray River bridge crossing. $30 million

Mildura Calder Freeway/Highway Capacity improvements between Mildura and Red Cliffs. Safety 
improvements between Melbourne and Mildura to a minimum 3-star 
AusRAP standard.

$323 million***

Mildura Improved bicycle connections Improved cycling facilities including Deakin Ave, Eleventh St and Sixteenth St.

Mildura Mildura intermodal freight 
hub

Relocate the Merbein intermodal freight hub out of Mildura. $20 million

Mildura Mildura rail line Investigate the return of passenger rail services to Mildura.  

Mildura Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Mildura Sturt Highway Condition and capacity improvements, including upgrading to a minimum 
3-star AusRAP standard between Mildura and South Australia.

$10 million***

Mildura Sunraysia public transport 
study

Investigate ways to improve public transport services in the Sunraysia area.

Mildura Transcontinental Rail Link Plan the Transcontinental Rail Link between Mildura and Menindee, NSW 
connecting to the Sydney–Perth rail line.

Mildura Truck Bypasses (Benetook 
and Meridian South Rd)

Construct the Benetook truck bypass of Mildura on the Sturt Highway. 
Upgrade of Meridian South Road from Sturt Highway to the Meringur Road, 
with future upgrades to the Calder Highway, providing a link to a future 
second Murray River crossing.

$82 million

Wangaratta Hume Freeway Safety improvements to a minimum 3-star AusRAP standard between 
Melbourne and NSW.

$100 million***

Wangaratta Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including Docker St, Ford St and 
Chisholm St. 

Wangaratta North-west freight route Develop a north-west freight route as a staged process with an iterim version 
using Reith Rd, ultimately via Warby Range Rd.

Wangaratta Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Wangaratta Wangaratta rail line Improve reliability and upgrade the service standard of the Wodonga rail 
line (including Wangaratta). Work is underway to enable faster trip times, 
additional services and carriages. 

$235 million

Warrnambool Princes Hwy/Garabaldi Lane, 
Allansford

Upgrade the intersection to improve safety and accommodate truck traffic.

Table 1: RACV Regional Growing Pains Transport Projects (continued)Table 1: RACV Regional Growing Pains Transport Projects (continued)

Council Area Project Name Description Cost Council Area Project Name Description Cost 



Warrnambool Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including improvements along 
Raglan Pde, Hopkins Hwy and Deakin Rail Corridor Link. 

Warrnambool Princes Highway (Raglan 
Parade)

Undertake a series of intersection upgrades and street lighting 
improvements between Botanic Rd and Mahoneys Rd including installation of 
traffic lights, improved pedestrian facilities and median works starting with 
Fitzroy Rd/Botanic Rd.

Warrnambool Princes Highway West Complete duplication from Geelong to Colac to a minimum 4-star AusRAP 
standard with safety and capacity improvements to a minimum 3-star 
standard from Colac to South Australia. 

$453 million***

Warrnambool Princes Hwy/Raglan Pde 
duplication

Duplicate from Rooneys Rd to Conns Ln including upgrades to the Merri 
River bridge.

Warrnambool Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Warrnambool Warrnambool rail line Investigate options for higher frequency and faster services to Geelong. 
Complete the project that is underway to upgrade the Warrnambool line west 
of Geelong including signaling and track works to provide faster services, 
additional passing loops at Weerite, new trains and increase to five daily 
return services with connecting coach services. 

Wodonga Baranduda Boulevard Plan for the upgrade of road infrastructure.

Wodonga Bus service review Review of bus services including access to and from the new Wodonga 
railway station.

Wodonga Hume Freeway Safety improvements to a minimum 3-star AusRAP standard between 
Melbourne and NSW.

$100 million***

Wodonga Improved bicycle connections Completion of strategic cycling corridors including a north-south on road 
path along Beechworth Rd/High St. Strategic cycling corridors are the main 
routes of the bicycle network, just like arterial roads are the main routes for 
the road network.

Wodonga Kiewa Valley Highway Duplicate from Murray Valley Highway to Baranduda. $8 million

Wodonga Melrose Drive Following recent community consultation, appropriate access to the Hume 
Fwy and funding needs to be determined. 

$10 million

Wodonga Murray Valley Highway Duplicate from Logic Boulevard to the Hume Freeway interchange. $6 million

Wodonga Road maintenance There is a backlog of maintenance and rehabilitation of road surfaces and 
roadside drains across regional Victoria.  A sustained increase in funding 
is needed to repair road surfaces for safe travel at highway speeds, and to 
replace or repair rough surfaces, seal road shoulders and fix poor drainage. 

**

Wodonga Wodonga rail line Improve reliability and upgrade the service standard of the Wodonga rail line. 
Note that work is underway to enable faster trip times, additional services 
and carriages. 

$235 million

* RACV has previously identified the need for an additional $1.2 billion investment in Victoria’s regional roads to strengthen and resurface roads that 
are in the worst condition. That is $304 million a year, for four years – and it won’t slow down the deterioration of other roads. Since RACV called for this 
investment, the Government has announced a $333.4 million funding boost in 2018/19 to road maintenance, with more than 1,000 kilometres of roads 
to be repaired, resurfaced or rebuilt across the state.  RACV will continue to monitor the condition and funding for regional road maintenance.

** Based on data from 2014, some projects may be underway or have been completed.  

 *** Part of the $1.75 billion Regional Rail Revival program funded by the Federal and State Governments. 

 **** Part of the $9 million Gippsland Rail Corridor Station Upgrade Program.  

RACV will continue to monitor satisfaction with service levels and station precincts through the biennial RACV On Track Survey.  
For more information see www.racv.com.au/ontracksurvey.  

Strategic cycling corridors are the main routes of the bicycle network, just like arterial roads are the main routes for the road network. 

AusRAP is the Australian Road Assessment Program. It rates the safety of a road from 1-star (least safe) to 5-stars (safest).  
For an explanation of star rating see www.racv.com.au/ausrap.

Some projects are listed multiple times where they impact more than one Council area.  

Table 1: RACV Regional Growing Pains Transport Projects (continued)

Council Area Project Name Description Cost 

References:
Note: These refer to the text, not Table 1.

1 Victoria in Future 2016   
2 Victoria in Future 2016
3 From Profile.id.com.au/Australia – 2017 Melbourne 4.9M vs 2017 Regional Victoria 1.5M
4 Victorian Freight Plan 2018-50 
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