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J O H N S L AT T E R Y Club & Membership Committee Chairman

 Early autumn is harvest time in the Yarra Valley, and on a fine day the golden 
landscape looks spectacular against a blue sky. I’ve enjoyed driving around 

this region over the years, and every time I visit there’s a new winery. Our cover 
story this month features Payten & Jones, a winery that’s part of the “minimal intervention” 
winemaking trend (page 8). Their chardonnay and pinot noir are among an extensive range of 
Yarra Valley wines that you can enjoy with a fine meal at Healesville Country Club & Resort. 
Executive Chef Himanshu Sharda, who devised the menus for Riddell’s Green and Banyalla, 
reveals the story behind one of his dishes on page 10. Another way to enjoy a country lifestyle 
is the Yarra Valley Cup. Our Club Events team has organised an exclusive private marquee 
for RACV Club Members on March 20. It’s also worth talking to the staff when you visit the 
Country Club to tap into their local knowledge about the Yarra Valley’s latest attractions and 
hidden gems (page 16). You never know what you might discover.

R O B E V E R E T T   RACV Club General Manager 
 

It’s fantastic that restrictions appear to be easing, making this month the 
perfect time to plan a trip to the city to attend an event or catch up with friends. 

We are making great progress with the ground-floor improvements at City Club, and 
I thank Club Members for their patience while the main entrance is closed. The Bistro has been 
temporarily located to Level 1, but that hasn’t stopped Members enjoying their favourite meals 
and taking time to admire the refurbished Gallery Lounge. We’re fortunate to have alfresco 
dining venues such as Bourke Street Green and Sojourn, where Members have been able to 
enjoy the open-air ambience and great local food during the warmer weather. Healesville 
Country Club & Resort is also experiencing a resurgence now that its upgrade is complete. 
Members have been telling us how much they appreciate the new dining options, Riddell’s 
Green and Banyalla. The start of the AFL season in March is another reason for optimism, and 
the Club Events team is planning lots of great activities over the coming months. Don’t forget 
to pick up your gift card from City Club. It’s our way of thanking you for your ongoing support. 
See you soon at the Club.

The wonderful colours of autumn
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YARRA VALLEY CUP - A DAY AT THE RACES

Experience the colour and excitement of the Yarra Valley 
Cup at Yarra Glen. With the stunning backdrop of the 
Yarra Ranges, you can watch the action and enjoy a 
buffet lunch, including beverages, in the comfort of a 
private marquee that’s exclusive to Club Members. A bus 
at Healesville Country Club & Resort will transfer you to 
and from the track on the day.

l Sun 20 Mar, 11.30am-5.30pm, $180pp  
includes buffet lunch, beverage package  
and return transfers

CRUDEN FARM GARDEN TOUR

Explore Dame Elisabeth Murdoch’s magical legacy. The 
garden she created is a lush green oasis of majestic trees 
and flowers. This is a chance to learn about the garden’s 
history and Dame Elisabeth’s family life at Cruden Farm. 

l Tue 15 Mar, 10.30am-11.45am,  
60 Cranbourne Rd, Langwarrin, $35pp

Take a journey to the city, country 
or beyond, with special events, 
exhibitions and talks at the Club

D O N ’ T 
M I S S
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WOMBAT ART RAISES FUNDS FOR RSPCA VICTORIA

Head to Healesville Country Club & Resort to see these worthy 
and whimsical wombat sculptures. They are part of the RSPCA 

Victoria’s 150th anniversary celebrations and will help raise 
much-needed funds for animal shelters. 

“We are proud to support The Wombat in the Room 
exhibition and online auction,” says RACV Visual  
Art Curator Ellen Wignell. “These wombats show how 
art can be used to ignite community support to end 
animal cruelty.” 

Thirty sculptures will be exhibited at RSPCA Victoria in 
Burwood East from 3-7 March. Then they’ll pop up in various 

locations, including five at the Country Club, from 7-20 March. 

l  Online auction at witr.rspcavic.org

YARRA VALLEY CUP.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF YARRA VALLEY RACING

BIMBY BY 
VIET-MY BUI

DAWN FLIGHT BY 
MICHAEL CAIN

We have exciting events planned for 
2022. Bookmark our What’s On page 

for the latest information at
racv.com.au/club-whats-on

 
Plan and book ahead for your  

next visit to the Club at  
racv.com.au/clubbookings
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THURSDAY LECTURE SERIES

Adrian Dickens offers his unique insights into the 
British Royal Family on 17 March, Kaye Roberts-Palmer 
shares her gardening expertise on 24 March, and 
Kenneth Park gets you all shook up with his Elvis Presley 
talk on 31 March.

l  17, 24 and 31 Mar, 2.30pm-3.30pm, City Club,  
$25pp, includes parking and lecture

LET’S TALK ABOUT TRAVEL AGAIN
Make those dreams of a holiday a reality with an 
amazing rail deal. The team from Journey Beyond Rail 
Expeditions will outline how you can have an iconic 
Australian experience aboard The Ghan, Indian Pacific 
or Great Southern, at a special morning tea. It might 
inspire you to book your first holiday in years. 

l  Thu 24 Mar, 10.30am-11.30am, Clubroom,  
City Club. Free for Club Members

THEATRE EXPERIENCES FOR CHILDREN 

We have Box Office tickets for Cinderella the Musical on 
28 May and Peter Pan 360° Adventure on 18 June. Both 
shows promise to be spectacular, with stunning sets, 
special effects and all the characters we know and love. 

l  Visit our online What’s On page for all the 
details at racv.com.au/club-whats-on 

EXPERIENCE AN ICONIC AUSTRALIAN  
ADVENTURE WITH AN AMAZING RAIL DEAL.
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TASMANIAN FOOD & WINE EXPERIENCE

Discover the Apple Isle’s hidden gems. Club Sommelier 
Christian Maier presents nine of his favourite Tasmanian 
wines, while Chef de Cuisine Jelena Grujovic’s four-course 
menu will incorporate the finest Tasmanian ingredients.

l  Tue 22 Mar, 6.30-10pm, Members Dining Room, $150pp
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Bob Dylan’s song The Times Are a-Changin’ could be 
an anthem for our times, and the poet laureate’s 
quote, “There is nothing so stable as change” 

certainly applies to Front of House supervisors Raymond 
Gonzales and Garri Roberts.

Since joining RACV Club nine months ago, they’ve 
navigated Victoria’s sixth lockdown, helped Club 
Members adapt to COVID-19 mandates and check-ins, 
and contributed to maintaining day-to-day operations 
during the City Club upgrades.

Garri, who has managerial experience in hospitality 
and real estate, says flexibility is the key to the 
front-of-house role. “You never know what is going to 
happen, and you can’t be locked into a particular way of 
thinking,” he says. 

“I may not have the answer immediately for a Club 
Member, but I can draw on my previous work experience 
to help find a solution.”

Raymond, who worked for a catering and facilities 
management company for 13 years, says the job has 
as many rewards as challenges. “Hospitality gives you 
instant gratification because you know straightaway if 
you’ve helped someone,” he says.

6 HIGHLIGHTS MARCH 2022

A T  Y O U R  
S E R V I C E

I N S I D E R
N E W S

Change is an unavoidable 
constant for Club staff, but 
Raymond and Garri always find a 
reason to smile

AI M I N G FOR PE R FECTI ON

Chef de Partie Alex Huser says hospitality 
runs in his blood. “I have relatives 
in Switzerland who have managed 

restaurants and hotels, and my father also worked 
in a restaurant,” he says. “It’s one of the reasons I 
decided to give hospitality a go when I left school.”

From “humble beginnings” as a kitchenhand in a 
café, he joined the team at Healesville Country Club 
& Resort nine years ago as an apprentice chef.

“It seemed like a golden opportunity to learn a bit of 
everything, from Bistro and fine dining, to pastries 
and catering for functions.” Alex says. “RACV has 
helped me become a well-rounded chef.”

He says the opening of Riddell’s Green and Banyalla 
at the Country Club have rekindled his passion 
for cooking after all the lockdowns, and he was 
delighted when Executive Chef Himanshu Sharda 
invited him to help run Banyalla.

“Banyalla opened in December, our busiest time of 
year, and that was challenging for everyone, but 
we’ve been getting great feedback,” Alex says. “I 
love it when a colleague tells me that Club Members 
have been raving about the food.”

Alex sets high standards in the kitchen. “Each dish 
has a different component and each component 
needs to be perfect, even if it’s a simple sauce, so it 
can all come together at the last minute,” he says.

He believes Banyalla, with its modern furnishings 
and warm lighting, enhances the dining experience. 
“A good atmosphere makes a big difference” he says. 
“Banyalla also has a nice cocktail area with its own 
menu and lovely dishes like Hervey Bay scallops. 

“I think once more people know about the bar, it will 
become popular. It’s another great dining option for 
Club Members, along with Riddell’s Green.”

The two men became friends during lockdown, when 
they both took part in an online in-house leadership 
program. “That program allowed me to meet people 
from across the leisure business,” Garri says. “Building 
those relationships internally is so important because it 
contributes to the smooth running of the Club.” 

Raymond adds: “We can only be good at what we do 
because all the other departments support us. They give 
us the answers we need to help Club Members.” 

Outside of work, Garri and Raymond both love musicals. 
Garri wants to see Moulin Rouge and Jagged Little Pill, 
while Raymond, who has seen both Wicked and Book of 
Mormon twice, has Moulin Rouge in his sights too.  

“I’m also looking forward to seeing Urzila Carlson at the 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival, particularly 
after the festival was cancelled last year,” Garri says. 

Raymond, who loves tennis and cooking, is hopeful he’ll 
see his mother in the Philippines later this year. 

“She would be over the moon if I could visit her,” he 
says. “I’m trying to manage her expectations, but maybe 
it will be in December, even if it’s just for a couple weeks. 
Hopefully, by then the world is in a better place.”

We are making great progress with the 
ground-floor improvements at City Club, and 

we thank Club Members for their patience. 
For more information, please visit  
racv.com.au/clubimprovements 

The works are part of a series of upgrades 
that began in 2019, and you can see the 

results at Healesville Country Club & Resort, 
where two new dining venues, Banyalla and 
Riddell’s Green, have opened. Opening times 
and bookings at racv.com.au/club-bookings

Club Members are entitled to a 15% discount off 
their final bill at Banyalla and Riddell’s Green 

when they charge it directly to their Club 
Membership card. T&Cs at

racv.com.au/Club-member-offers

CHEF ALEX HUSER
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RAYMOND GONZALES, LEFT, AND GARRI ROBERTS. 
PHOTO: BLANCHE CLARK

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/facilities/city-club-improvements.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/bookings.html
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Behn Payten and Troy Jones may be Yarra Valley 
born and bred but they’re like the new kids on 
the block with their entrepreneurial ideas and 

innovative take on being wine producers.

After more than a decade establishing their brand, 
they’ve opened a winery and cellar door in 
the heart of Healesville, and artists 
and musicians are as integral to 
their vibe as viticulturists and 
cellar hands.

“We are not your run-
of-the-mill winery,” 
Troy says. “Behn and I 
went to school together 
and we still live in the 
Yarra Valley, raising 
our respective families.  
We’ve worked in and 
around the hospitality 
and production industries 
for years, and doing our own 
thing together is amazing.”

Behn’s father, Peter Payten, who is one 
of Australia’s pioneers of organic viticulture, 
has contributed to their success. “Essentially, we have an 
old hippy looking after the vineyards,” Troy jokes. “You’ll 
often see him at the Country Club on the golf course. 
He’s a great guy. 

“He has many contacts around the wine industry and 
the Yarra Valley, and that has enabled the three of us to 
slowly build our business since 2006. Now we have our 
cellar door just down the road from the Country Club.”

Payten & Jones is one of around 70 wineries in the Yarra 
Valley, but for a small operation it punches above its 

C O V E R 
S T O R Y

weight. The winemakers use sustainable methods to 
produce minimal-intervention wines, two of which Club 
Sommelier Christian Maier has chosen for Banyalla’s 
wine list at Healesville Country Club & Resort. 

As well as enjoying these Yarra Valley wines – and many 
others – at the Club with a meal, Club Members 

can visit nearby wineries for tastings. 
Payten & Jones is in a vibrant precinct 

that includes Four Pillars Gin, 
Jayden Ong winery and Watts 

River Brewery.

“We offer tastings of up to 20 
wines, depending on what’s 
open on the day,” Troy says. 
“We have our VV series, 
with pinot, chardonnay and 
Sangiovese; we have single-

vineyard wines, preservative-
free wines, and orange and 

skin-contact wines that offer 
something different.” 

They even have wines from their small 
winery in Tarragona, Spain, which they co-

own with a friend (that’s a story for another day).

Artists design their labels, and their winery is adorned 
with street art. Every second Sunday there’s live music 
(weather permitting). “We have custom-made shoes 
and other merch, heaps of whisky, lots of craft beer and, 
above all, an inviting and relaxing environment,” Troy 
says. “It’s a bit different from your usual cellar-door 
experience.”

A council upgrade of footpaths and bike paths also 
means Club Members will be able to soon walk or cycle 
safely to the winery.

Come to Healesville Country Club 
& Resort and enjoy a glass of Yarra 
Valley wine or a cocktail in the bar  

at Banyalla. 

Staff are on hand to offer advice on 
new wines and cocktails. 

For opening hours and bookings, visit 
racv.com.au/racv-club/bookings 
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Autumn is harvest time in the Yarra Valley and a great season to explore 
the area and discover wineries just down the road from the Country Club
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G R A P E  E S C A P E

S POI LT FOR CHOICE
Explore the Yarra Valley wine region at the Club. 
There are 44 local wines on the menu at Banyalla. 

Club Sommelier Christian Maier says the Yarra 
Valley is maturing as a premier winegrowing 
region. “Winemakers have developed a profound 
and intricate understanding of the climate and 
soils in relation to grapes grown, and these minute 
differences are being expressed through the finished 
wines,” he says.

Food and Beverage Duty Manager Martin Rendek 
says the “exploration” wines on the drinks menu give 
Club Members the chance to try something new.
“These are little-known varities or styles that 
are a little left-of-centre in terms of winemaking 
techniques,” Martin says.

He and his staff are happy to guide Members when it 
comes to choosing “safe” and “daring” options. “You 
never know, you may surprise yourself and find a 
new favourite,” Martin says.

Australian illustrator Roland Harvey, best 
known for his children’s books, designed 
the labels for Payten & Jones’s VV series. 

WINEMAKERS 
BEHN PAYTEN, 
LEFT, AND  
TROY JONES

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/bookings.html


HIGHLIGHTS MARCH 2022  11

Our favourite meals are entwined with 
memories, and it’s this concept that 
Executive Chef Himanshu Sharda (left) has 

drawn on to enhance your dining experience at 
Healesville Country Club & Resort.

The Naugaon Lamb Loin dish on Banyalla’s menu is 
infused with flavours and intoxicating aromas that 
not only remind Himanshu of his childhood home, 
but taste divine.

“Naugaon is my birth town in the Himalayas,” 
Himanshu says. 

“It’s a small country town that is close to my heart, 
and I thought why not connect to those roots by 
creating a dish with ingredients from that region.” 

He says ‘Nau’ means nine and “gaon” means 
village. “So, what I have done is marinate the lamb 
with nine spices from the mountains to create a 
story and hopefully it works.”

Along with familiar ingredients such as fresh 
garlic, ginger and coriander, mustard and cumin 
seeds, and red chilli flakes, Himanshu uses fresh 
turmeric, amaranth and timur pepper for the lamb 
marinade.

“Timur pepper is from the same family as Sichuan 
pepper but it’s not as hot,” he says.

Amaranth is an ancient grain like quinoa, but less 
commonly used. 

“The amaranth on the outside of the lamb is puffed 
to create an interesting texture,” Himanshu says. “I 
grew up eating the amaranth leaves as a vegetable, 
and it’s healthy for you that way too.”

10 HIGHLIGHTS MARCH 2022

E A T  & 
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STO RY 
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One of Banyalla’s main dishes 
blends the flavours and 
smells of our Executive Chef’s 
childhood with the best local 
produce, to create a delicious 
and unique dish

Come to Banyalla for some of 
Healesville’s best food.  

Members get 15% discount off
their final bill at Banyalla when they

charge it directly to their
Club account. T&Cs at

racv.com.au/Club-member-offers
 

For opening hours and bookings, visit
racv.com.au/racv-club/bookings
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FRESH  
TUMERIC 
   

FRESH 
GINGER    

RED  
CHILLI 

CUMIN  
SEEDS     

TIMUR 
PEPPER

AMARANTH 
    

FRESH 
CORIANDER    

MUSTARD  
SEEDS    

FRESH 
GARLIC

BANYALLA’S  
NAUGAON  
LAMB DISH

NAUGAON VILLAGE  
IN THE HIMALAYAS

TAKE YOUR TASTE BUDS ON A GASTRONOMIC JOURNEY

The lamb dish is also served with a hand-made 
samosa, with its pastry made in-house. 

“Samosa pastry is quite a technical pastry to make, 
and we use yoghurt to get the fluffy, crispy texture, 
Himanshu says. 

“It is filled with slow-cooked pulled lamb shoulder 
that’s been marinated in cumin, coriander and 
coconut and braised for 18 hours.”

Himanshu says although the dish harks back to his 
roots, it has the nuances and broader flavours of 
modern Australian cuisine.

All that’s required to complement the dish, if you 
order it, is a rich and lucious Yarra Valley shiraz.

EXECUTIVE CHEF HIMANSHU SHARDA.  
PHOTO: MATT HARVEY 
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FLEXERCISE 

Maintaining your health and wellbeing is always a 
work in progress. It’s easy to get derailed with special 
occasions or bad habits, and the pandemic presented a 
suite of challenges. 

But now that fitness centres and gyms have reopened, 
many people have discovered they like a mix of virtual 
workouts and live fitness classes. This hybrid model – 
coined flexercise – is about having a flexible exercise 
schedule, which is something the Club can support. 

The Club has two online classes: Morning Yoga with 
Kathy on Tuesday mornings and Morning Movement 
with Fran on Thursday Mornings. Then, for the in-person 
experience, there are a range of classes at City Club, 
including Stretch and Mobility with Nathan, Bodypump 
with Fran, and Kundalini Yoga classes.

LOW-INTENSITY EXERCISE

Low-intensity exercise gives you a great workout without 
straining your joints and muscles. Examples of low-
intensity exercise include mobility training and yoga.

If you’re unsure what type of exercise is best for you, 
talk to one of our personal trainers at City Club or the 
Country Club.

FOOD RENAISSANCE

After a two-year rollercoaster ride, we’re all ready to 
reconnect with family and friends, and nothing beats 
getting together around a table of fine food. 

Riddell’s Green at Healesville Country Club & Resort 
offers alfresco dining and a stunning view, while 
Banyalla, which is now open for Sunday lunch, will 
delight with rock oysters, roulade and rotolo as you while 
away some hours with loved ones.

Is it time for a new routine and heathier habits? Here are some health 
and wellness trends you can practice through the Club

W E L L N E S S

S T AY I N G  F L E X I B L E
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GO, GO, GO . . . SLOW 

Mental health has become as important as physical 
health. Before the pandemic many professionals were 
experiencing burnout, and there’s a reluctance now to 
return to an “always on” mindset. 

A quiet session in the City Club Library might be all you 
need, while One Spa’s detox treatments help promote 
relaxation, reduce stress and improve sleep.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

Outdoor activities, ranging from walking and running to 
hiking, climbing, and cycling have grown in popularity 
over the past two years. 

Healesville Country Club & Resort offers tennis and 
lawn bowls, which have health and social benefits. On 
Sundays, you can enjoy a game of Barefoot Bowls with 
friends before or after a meal at Riddell’s Green. Staff at 
the ProShop can help you out.

CREATING A RACQUET

Club Member Andre Guziak introduced his 
daughter, Amelie, to the game of squash at the 
age of four, and she has gone on to become the 
national squash champion for her age group.

Two seasons ago she joined the RACV squash pennant team, 
which includes RACV Squash Section President Geoff Chambers.

“Her development in recent times has been spectacular,” Geoff 
says. “She is now officially ranked as Number 1 in Australia in 
Under 15 Girls, which is a wonderful achievement.”

Amelie, who trains six days a week, says she is delighted that her 
hard work has paid off. “My skills on the court, my fitness and 
building my mental strength, all aspects of the game, I’ve been 
working really hard at each point to get to where I am.” 

M E M B E R 
S T O R Y

JUNIOR SQUASH CHAMP AMELIE WITH HER RACV PENNANT 
TEAM, WHO COMPETE IN THE MELBOURNE CLUB CIRCUIT.

COME AND TRY BAREFOOT BOWLS ON SUNDAYS  
AT HEALESVILLE  COUNTRY CLUB & RESORT

Start a new routine and discover the mental and 
physical benefits of regular exercise.

Book online for the City Club Fitness Centre 
gymnasium and group fitness classes.

For Healesville, call (03) 5962 4899 or email 
fitnesscentrehealesville@racv.com.au
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Amelie still plays with her dad. “We have great rallies, 
especially when we play long games; it’s lots of fun.”

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/play/fitness-centre.html
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Club Member Julie Fisher and Elizabeth Byrnes 
have been friends for 30-odd years but in 
retirement the game of bridge has become their 

shared passion.

Now that COVID restrictions have eased, they are 
regulars at duplicate bridge, which is held every 
Wednesday in the Clubroom at City Club.

“Our husbands both play bridge, and our aim is always to 
beat them, but they usually thump us,” Julie says.

Bridge is challenging, no matter how skilled you become, 
and the pair still take lessons even after years of playing.

“I describe bridge as 500 (another trick-taking game) 
on steroids because in 500 there is luck, but in bridge 
there is very little by way of luck,” she says. “You are 
constantly learning, so it’s good as you age because it 
keeps those synapses firing.”

A GAME FOR THE BRAIN

The International Olympic Committee recognises bridge 
as a mind sport alongside chess, and it’s fair to say it 
attracts deep thinkers.

“You find a lot of engineers, academics, computer 
scientists and people with a ‘maths’ brain, which I don’t 
have by the way. I cope,” Julie says.

Elizabeth adds: “I keep telling her it’s just a game.”

Julie is far too modest about her own accomplishments. 
She was a secondary school teacher before seeking an 
alternate career in IT, moving into academia in the 1990s 
and finishing as a Professor of IT at Monash University. 

“I call myself mostly retired as I serve on a couple of 
boards of small education providers,” she says.

Bridge is a partnership, trick-taking 
card game of skill, but it’s also a 
fabulous way to meet new people, as 
these Club regulars have discovered

Elizabeth, who has been married to Dave for 40 years 
and has three sons, worked in pathology as a laboratory 
technician for 40-odd years in four different states. She’s 
also had enviable overseas trips, including sailing around 
Tonga, cycling in Cuba and walking the Camino in Spain.

BEGINNERS WELCOME

The pair say the bridge group welcomes new players. 
Newcomers can learn the basics of card play and bidding 
through the 12-week Beginner Bridge Program. The next 
step is supervised bridge and then duplicate bridge. 

“Bridge is a bit like golf, in that you are always learning 
and trying to improve your game,” Julie says.

FOR LOVE RS 
OF FI N E FOOD

Nothing says “me & you” 
quite like Valentine’s Day, and 
Club Members who followed their 
hearts were treated to a superb five-
course meal in the Members Dining Room 
at City Club last month.

Chef de Cuisine Jelena Grujovic’s menu was a 
symphony of colour, texture and taste.

Starting with a delicate smoked eel tart topped 
with tobiko (Japanese for fish roe) and a glass 
of Chandon, the visual feast continued with a 
plum tomato tartare (above) garnished with 
heirloom tomatoes, creme fraiche, black olives and 
sourdough wafers.

The second entree – lemon sole with oysters, burnt 
leeks and baby capers – called for a white wine, 
and the elegant Wild Earth Chardonnay proved the 
perfect accompaniment, as recommended by Club 
Sommelier Christian Maier.

C O M I N G  U P  T R U M P S

There’s something for all interests at the Club, 
including bibliophiles, cyclists, travel enthusiasts, 

young professionals, and art lovers.

If you would like to learn bridge 
or find out about the other 
Member Interest Groups, 
contact the Club Events team on 
clubevents@racv.com.au or  
call (03) 9944 8888.
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For main, the Bass Strait sirloin was married with 
a raclette croquette, a tender and creamy affair 
complemented by a mesclun leaf and heirloom 
carrot side dish. The choice of wine was Two 
Degrees 2019 Pinot Noir, which had a hint of 
smokiness and a complexity often missing in this 
lighter style of red.

The pièce de résistancee, befitting a night 
dedicated to love, was a heart-shaped mille feuille 
(above), filled with a velvety mascarpone and 
spoonfuls of quintessential berry flavours.  

l  Bookmark the What’s On page at racv.com.
au/club-whats-on to find out when the next 
special dining event is on. 

‘I describe bridge 

as 500 on steroids 

because in 500 

there is luck, but 

in bridge there is 

very little by way 

of luck.’
- Club Member Julie Fisher

JULIE FISHER, LEFT, AND 
ELIZABETH  BYRNES 

mailto:clubevents%40racv.com.au?subject=


Tapping into local knowledge is a fabulous way to 
enhance your enjoyment of a region such as the 
Yarra Valley.

Most staff at Healesville Country Club & Resort live 
nearby, and they know the area’s best attractions, hidden 
gems and the new delights that come with each season, 
so it’s worth getting their tips before you explore.

Club Director of Sales for Conferences and Events Kylie 
Shorter says autumn is her favourite time in Healesville, 
with the foliage of deciduous trees turning dazzling 
shades of yellow, orange, red, purple and brown.

“The area attracted a lot of European settlers, 
particularly the timber, grazing and hop-growing 
industries, and Healesville became an industrious town 
with a strong connection to tourism,” Kylie says.

“Lots of grand guesthouses were built in the early 20th 
century, and people planted seedlings and trees, and now 
we have all these beautiful old trees, including the oaks 
that line the main street of Healesville. All the colours 
come out in autumn time and transform the landscape.”

SHORT AND SWEET

Kylie’s favourite place is Badger’s Weir, which is more 
peaceful than tourist hotspot Maroondah Reservoir Park.

“It was closed for more than two years because of storm 
damage, but it reopened recently and there are walks 
that take you through beautiful fern gullies and past 
magnificent established eucalypts,” she says.

“One track takes you to the Coranderrk Aqueduct, which 
the local Aboriginal community would have helped build 
in the early 1900s, and that was used to pump water to 
the town, so it has this lovely historical value as well.

“The other thing I love about Badger’s Weir  – once you 
get away from the picnic ground – is its quietness and 
solitude. I often go up there to reset my mind.”
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Every season brings a new reason to visit the Yarra Valley, and staff at the 
Country Club can help you discover the hidden gems and best attractions

E S C A P E

TRAIN OF THOUGHT

Kylie says River Street is Healesville’s most picturesque 
street in autumn. It leads to Yarra Valley Railway (YVR), 
which is another way to enjoy the beautiful colours of 
nature. A Walker Railmotor runs from Healesville Station to 
the historic brick tunnel at Tarrawarra and back.

“The organisation has been given a government grant to 
restore the rail line between Yarra Glen and Tarrawarra 
Estate, so Healesville and Yarra Glen are set to have a rail 
connection again,” Kylie says.

The YVR says more than 500 volunteers from 10 community 
groups have devoted more than 50,000 hours to the project, 
making it one of Australia’s biggest volunteer projects.

River Street is also home to the Organic Farmers Market on 
Saturday mornings, and the Healesville River Street Market, 
on the first Sunday of the month. 

A U T U M N  V I B E S
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Discover the splendour of Healesville 
and the Yarra Valley during 
autumn, and take advantage of our 
accommodation packages.  

To find out more, visit  
racv.com.au/healesville-packages

D I Y LE A F C R A F T

There are lots of fun DIY 
activities you can do with 
children at Healesville 
Country Club & Resort 
during autumn. 

l Find a pile of leaves 
and stomp on them, and 
listen to the sounds.

l Find leaves from 
different trees and then 
get children to match the 
leaves to the right trees. 

l Bring a pack of glitter pens 
with you and collect a handful 
of colourful leaves to decorate.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VISIT VICTORIA,  
ABOVE, AND, BELOW, THOMAS HOBLEY
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1 MORNING
YOGA 
WITH KATHY 

8am ONLINE 
VIA ZOOM

TRAVEL  
GROUP 1

Clubroom
10am-noon

CITY

2 DUPLICATE 
BRIDGE 

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

WINE BAR 
WEDNESDAYS 

Wine Bar
5.30pm-
6.15pm

CITY 
$30pp

EVENING 
MAHJONG 

Clubroom
7pm-9pm

CITY 

3 MORNING 
MOVEMENT 
WITH FRAN

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

MAHJONG 
GROUP 

Clubroom
10am-1pm

CITY

LIZ RUSHEN 
LECTURE 

Clubroom
2.30pm-
3.30pm

CITY
$25pp
includes 
parking

SOCIAL  
8-BALL

Billiards 
Room
6pm

CITY

7 SUPERVISED 
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

8 MORNING
YOGA 
WITH KATHY 

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

CUPPA & 
CONVERSATIONS

GALLERY 
LOUNGE
10.30am-
11.30am

LEVEL 1 
CITY

TRAVEL  
GROUP 2

Clubroom
11am-2.30pm

CITY

VIRTUAL ART 
GROUP

5.30pm-
6.30pm

ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

INTERNATIONAL  
WOMEN’S DAY
DINNER

Members 
Dining Room
From 6pm

CITY 
$115pp

  M A R C H                    

9 DUPLICATE 
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

KENNETH  
PARK 
WALKING 
TOUR

Parkville
10am

OFFSITE
$25pp, 
includes tour + 
tea/coffee

10 MORNING 
MOVEMENT 
WITH FRAN

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

SOLO GROUP Clubroom
9am-1pm

CITY

CLUB ART  
TOUR
AND TALK

Gallery 
Lounge 
2.30pm-
3.30pm

CITY 

12 BOOK  
GROUP 2

Clubroom
11.15am-
12.15pm

CITY

14 SUPERVISED 
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

15 MORNING 
YOGA WITH 
KATHY

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

CRUDEN  
FARM 
GARDEN 
TOUR

Langwarrin
10.30am-
11.45am

OFFSITE
$35pp

16 DUPLICATE 
BRIDGE 

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

WINE BAR 
WEDNESDAYS

Wine Bar
5.30pm-
6.15pm

CITY

BOOK GROUP 4 Library
7.15pm-
8.15pm

CITY 

17 MORNING 
MOVEMENT 
WITH  FRAN 

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

W H A T ’ S  O N  T H I S  M O N T H

CLUB EVENTS Information in Highlights and the events listed in this calendar 
were correct at the time of publication. However, changes in 
circumstances may impact on the accuracy of this information.

We have exciting events planned 
for April and May, including tours, 

lectures and  
school-holiday activities.

 Bookmark our What’s On page for 
the latest information at

racv.com.au/club-whats-on
 

Plan and book ahead for your  
next visit to the Club at  

racv.com.au/clubbookings
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17 MAHJONG 
GROUP

Clubroom
10am-1pm

CITY

ADRIAN 
DICKENS 
LECTURE

Clubroom
2.30pm-
3.30pm

CITY 
$25pp 
includes 
parking

20 YARRA  
VALLEY 
CUP

Yarra Glen 
Racecourse
11.30am-
5.30pm

HEALESVILLE 
$180pp

21 SUPERVISED 
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

22 MORNING
YOGA 
WITH KATHY 

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

CUPPA &  
CONVERSATIONS

GALLERY 
LOUNGE
10.30am-
11.30am

LEVEL 1 
CITY

TASMANIAN 
FOOD AND
WINE
FEAST

Members 
Dining Room
6.30am

CITY

23 DUPLICATE
 BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

24 MORNING 
MOVEMENT 
WITH FRAN

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

SOLO GROUP Clubroom
9am-1pm

CITY

JOURNEY 
BEYOND RAIL 
EXPEDITIONS
TALK

Clubroom
10.30am- 
11.30am

CITY

KAYE  
ROBERTS- 
PALMER 
LECTURE

Clubroom
2.30pm-
3.30pm

CITY 
$25pp
includes 
parking

25 TARGA  
TASMANIA
30TH 
ANNIVERSARY

Level 2
10.30am

CITY

28 SUPERVISED 
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

29 MORNING
YOGA 
WITH KATHY 

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

30 DUPLICATE 
BRIDGE 

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

31 MORNING 
MOVEMENT 
WITH FRAN

8am ONLINE  
VIA ZOOM

MAHJONG AND 
SOLO GROUPS 

Clubroom
9am-1pm

CITY

KENNETH  
PARK 
LECTURE

Clubroom
2.30pm-
3.30pm

CITY
$25pp 
includes 
parking

STARWARD 
WHISKY 
EXPERIENCE

Wine Bar
5.30pm & 
7.30pm

CITY

We realise it’s not even 
Easter, but our Christmas 
Day events are so popular 
we wanted to let you know 
bookings open in mid-June. 

Expressions of interest are not 
required, and there’s no waitlist.



Experience a tranquil dining experience,
friendly atmosphere and creative menu with a strong 

emphasis on fresh, local Victorian produce.

Make the most of your 15% discount on food and beverages 
by charging the bill to your Club account.

Sunday: noon-3pm  |  Wednesday to Saturday: 5.30 - 9.30pm

Now open for Sunday lunch

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/membership/member-offers/wine-club.html

