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J O H N S L AT T E R Y Club & Membership Committee Chairman

It’s the second month of autumn and there’s much to celebrate. For children, 
there’s the Easter bunny and school holidays, and for adults the chance to 
reconnect with other Club Members back at the Club. We have new activities 

for you to try and, with Mother’s Day on the horizon, a range of ways for 
you to treat your Mum in May (page 4). The big event for April is the opening of 

Sojourn restaurant and bar in New Chancery Lane (page 6). You’ll also find an update about 
developments at Healesville Country Club & Resort on page 8. For many Members emerging 
from lockdown, their first port of call has been the Fitness Centre, either at City Club or 
Healesville Country Club & Resort. RACV City Club Fitness Consultant David Renton explains 
how a personal trainer can help you reach your fitness goals (page 12). Autumn is also a great 
time to explore the Yarra Valley, with its golden hues and stunning sunsets (page 14). You can 
find out more about our events on pages 4 and 16 or go online to the What’s On page. There are 
so many ways to enjoy your Club membership. 

R O B E V E R E T T   RACV Club General Manager 
 

April promises to be another exciting month as we continue to emerge from 
the tough COVID period. I am pleased to welcome back more and more 

Members as we reopen spaces across both our city and country properties. 
In the city, our new outdoor dining experience Sojourn is set to open its doors 

in April, and we look forward to unveiling this unique laneway space (page 6). In 
addition, there are several exciting food and beverage events this month, including one in the 
newly refurbished Wine Bar (see page 17). It’s wonderful to see our Member interest groups 
reconnecting in person, including our Bridge group (see page 10), and I extend a warm welcome 
back to them. Planning continues at Healesville Country Club & Resort with works soon to 
commence on the exciting new dining spaces (page 8). When you come to the Club, always 
remember to bring your Club Member card. This ensures easy access at Club entry points, 
assists the Club team with contact tracing and provides extra benefits when you use it in the 
Club and at Bourke Street Green and, presently, Sojourn. On behalf of the entire RACV Club 
team, I would like to wish you and your family a very happy Easter and I hope you are able to 
enjoy a short break. I look forward to seeing you at the Club soon.

Come and stay awhile at the Club

W E L C O M E

C
C I T Y C L U B  
l 9944 8888  
l club@racv.com.au

H E A L E S V I L L E C O U N T R Y C L U B  
l 5962 4899 
l healesville@racv.com.au 
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One of the best ways for Club Members 
to stay connected is by sharing stories. 
You can share a moment or memory on 
social media or send us an email.

l Post a photo on Instagram and 
use the hashtag #RACVClub

l Post a photo on your Facebook 
profile and add the tag @racvclub 

l Email highlights@racv.com.au
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summer glow

4
Treat your  

Mum to a Club  
experience 

New  
Aperitivo
Service
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Plan ahead and book for our special events for Mother’s Day, including High 
Tea and a perfumery workshop, or choose a guided tour or movie just for fun
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T R E AT S  G A L O R E 

Autumn is a beautiful time of year for a city or 
country escape, with parks, tree-lined streets and 
the countryside turning a stunning palette of amber, 
crimson and gold. The season for change also marks the 
perfect time to enjoy all that the Club has to offer. 

WALK: There’s no better way to appreciate 
Melbourne’s leafy streets than a walking 
tour. Kenneth Park’s Theatreland 
Melbourne starts at the Princess 
Theatre in Spring Street, 
meanders past the sites of 
former theatres, such as the 
Tivoli, and ends with a tea or 
coffee at City Club.

l Tue, 20 April,  
10am-noon, $25pp. To book, 
call 9944 8888 or email  
clubevents@racv.com.au

WATCH: The Anzac Day 
parade is back on in Melbourne. 
In the afternoon we have a 
screening of the classic war drama 
Gallipoli, starring Mel Gibson, in the City 
Club Theatrette, with an option of dinner in 
the Bistro afterwards. 

l Sun, 25 April, 4-6pm, $20pp, includes glass of wine and 
movie snacks. Bistro dinner starts from $35pp.  
To book, call Club Events on 9944 8888 or 
email clubevents@racv.com.au

INDULGE: Le Petit Gateau will help you make Mother’s 
Day extra special with a limited-edition cake. 

l Order and pick-up, May 3-7 at 458 Little Collins St. 
Large cake, $58. Call 9944 8893 or email orders@
lepetitgateau.com.au

Check the What’s On page online 
and page 16 for details about 
forthcoming events and activities.  

Book an event and stay at the Club 
with one of our special packages. 
Call 9944 8888 for City Club or  
(03) 5962 4899 for Country Club.

DINE: Without a doubt, the most important date in May is 
Mother’s Day. Show your love and appreciation with a five-
course set menu in the Members’ Dining Room or a three-
course lunch in the Bistro at City Club. 

For details and bookings, call 9944 8888 or  
email cityclubrestaurants@racv.com.au

At Healesville Country Club & Resort, there’s 
High Tea in The Conservatory (right), and a 

seafood buffet in Terrace Restaurant. 

For details and bookings, call 5969 9443 
or email healesvilleclubrestaurants@

racv.com.au

l Sun, 9 May, all dining events 
noon-3pm, various prices. 

PAMPER: Gift your mother (or 
yourself) a blissful experience with 

our Mother’s Day workshop with 
Lore Perfumery. Spend an evening 

learning about fragrances and find 
your signature scent. 

l Fri, 14 May, 7-8.30pm, $95pp, includes 
refreshments and $50 goodie bag. To book, 

call 9944 8888 or email clubevents@racv.com.au
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https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/whats-on.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/stay/packages.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/healesville/stay.html
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Melbourne’s laneways were a central part of an 
urban revival in the 1990s, when cheaper rents 
and relaxed liquor laws allowed small-scale, 

cafe-style bars to pop up in unexpected places and 
entice people into the city centre.

Now we are experiencing another urban revival, as we 
emerge from our COVID confinement, and RACV is at 
the forefront of a resurgence of laneway culture.

A new indoor/outdoor dining venue, Sojourn, is 
bringing New Chancery Lane to life, turning an 
underutilised space into a new and modern offering in 
the CBD.

“Sojourn is really bold, it’s really fun and it’s really 
local,” says City Club Executive Chef Jason Camillo.

“It is hidden away in a Melbourne laneway and it’s all 
about Melbourne.

“Once you go past, you’ll see how amazing it is and 
you’ll want to come inside.”

The two-storey venue will be a great place for people 
watching, with dining and booth seating downstairs 
and a rooftop bar specialising in locally brewed beers 
and cocktails upstairs. 

Jason says the focus will be on serving local produce 
from Victorian farmers, producers and winemakers.

Sojourn’s hero chicken dish, pictured right, shows the 
level of delicious detail you can expect in the main 
dining area. For this dish, the chefs are using award-
winning Sommerlad heritage chickens from Milking 
Yard, a small farm near Trentham in Victoria

“The producers are actually Club Members, which 
makes it even more special,” Jason says. “They take a 
lot of pride and love in how they grow these birds and, 
being heritage-bred birds, they are quite a lot larger 
than normal chickens. This dish will feature heavily 
in the restaurant and I think you’ll all be blown away.” 

Sojourn is also unique for the way it has been built. 
The brainchild of Curious by Design, a company that 

Championing Victoria’s top winemakers, brewers, distillers, farmers 
and producers, Sojourn is a new spot to catch up in the city

C O V E R 
S T O R Y
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B O L D  &  F R E S H 

specialises in creating innovative city spaces, the blue 
two-storey metal structure was built at a warehouse 
in the south-eastern suburbs and then installed in 
New Chancery Lane in late February.

Over six weeks the building transformed from 
frame stage to fit-out stage, with the grand opening 
scheduled for mid-April.

“We love to create strong identities for our clients, 
identities that become iconic so that a photograph 
of the space in time will be instantly recognisable,” 
Curious by Design’s creative director Lucienne 
Hemingway says.

Last year RACV participated in a City of Melbourne 
initiative to extend outdoor dining in the CBD as a 
way of reviving the hospitality sector and overcoming 
the unique challenges of COVID-19. 

Club General Manager Rob Everett says Sojourn is just 
one way RACV is investing in the Club’s future, along 
with the refurbished Wine Bar.

“We continue to invest in the Club by adding 
amenities and modernising the space for our  
current Members, and future generations of members, 
their families and guests in a safe and inviting space,” 
Rob says.

All Club Members will receive a discount on food and 
beverages at Sojourn, including 10% off when you pay 
by cash or card, or 15% off when you charge direct to 
your Club account. Terms and conditions online.

For the latest updates on Sojourn, 
and to find out when bookings open, 
bookmark Sojourn’s Facebook page 
and follow Sojourn on Instagram, @
sojournmelbourne. Also check your 
Club emails and visit our City Club 
Improvements page.

   
   

  S
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P E N I N G

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/facilities/city-club-improvements.html#sojourn
https://www.facebook.com/SojournMelbourne/
http://www.instagram.com/sojournmelbourne/
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/facilities/city-club-improvements.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/facilities/city-club-improvements.html
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These artist’s impressions offer a glimpse into the 
future of dining at Healesville Country Club & 
Resort. Imagine having a round of golf or a game of 

barefoot bowls, then drawing up a bar stool for a local ale, 
or sitting in the nearby alfresco area with a Yarra Valley 
wine and watching the sun go down.

“The sports bar will become a beautiful bright space that 
takes full advantage of the views looking out towards the 
bowling green and 18-hole golf course,” says Healesville 
Country Club & Resort manager Josh O’Brien. 

“It will be a welcome retreat after a lovely day of golfing, 
barefoot bowls or one of the many other offerings we have 
on the property.”

Josh says the addition of a commercial kitchen on Level 1 
will allow the Club to serve pub-style meals that champion 
local produce, along with appetisers and bar snacks.

The refurbished sports bar and new alfresco dining area at Healesville Country 
Club & Resort will offer beautiful views across the bowling green and golf course 

I N S I D E R 
N E W S
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TA K E  T H E  L O N G  V I E W

barefoot bowls, tennis and swimming. The Club has 
bicycles that Members can borrow and the playground will 
still be accessible via the bridge near the swimming pool. 

Once the new sports bar is completed, the transformation 
of The Terrace Restaurant on Level 2 will begin.  
“We will expand the Terrace Bistro into a larger dining 
space and create an intimate dining room facility for 
members to book for special occasions,” Josh says.

Meanwhile, the Terrace Restaurant will continue to serve 
high-quality meals in a contemporary casual setting. 
Restaurant Manager Franc Van Poelvoorde says there is an 
emphasis on local produce and the steak from Little Creek 
Cattle Company in the Yarra Valley is the best in the area. 

“We also have market fish on the menu every day and the 
nutrition bowl is very popular. The cauliflower soup with 
truffle oil is also amazing. You should definitely try that.”

The new alfresco area will be adjacent to the existing 
playground, offering parents the chance to relax and 
watch their children play.

“It’s also the area where the sun sets, so you can enjoy 
that time of day with a glass of wine or bring the family 
together for a relaxing experience,” Josh says. “There will 
be quite a bit happening around the space, and that will 
draw people in as well.”

He says construction is expected to start at the end of 
April. Hoarding will go up around the sports bar and 
graphics will be posted on the glass. At that stage the Pro 
Shop will move to the Games Room, which is also on  
Level 1. Golfers will check in there and access the golf 
carts and course via a walkway next to the sports bar.

During the closure of the Games Room, there will still 
be plenty of activities for the family to enjoy, including 

At Healesville Country Club & Resort, Club 
Members receive a 15% discount on food and 
beverages in the dining facilities and bars when 
they show their Club membership card.*

Club Members can also enjoy a Club Members’ 
Lounge Aperitivo service (5-6pm) when they 
stay in booked accommodation at Healesville.*

*Terms and conditions apply. See online. 
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TECHNĒ ARCHITECTURE  
+ INTERIOR DESIGN 
ARTIST’S IMPRESSIONS 
OF THE REFURBISHED 
SPORTS BAR (LEFT) AND 
NEW ALFRESCO DINING 
AREA (BELOW). 

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/healesville/facilities/club-improvements-healesville.html


Community, connection and comaraderie are three 
words that Club member Sally Foster uses to describe 
being involved with a Club interest group, such as the 

RACV Bridge Club.

The RACV Bridge Club is one of our oldest member interest 
groups, but it’s keeping up with the times with a revival of 
interest among young people discovering the intrigue of 
playing this game of strategy, contracts and deals. 

“Youth bridge in Australia is huge and getting bigger and 
bigger,” says Sally. “It’s an international highly competitive 
game, with big money involved for those who want to play at 
that level.

Sally says bridge is a card game of partnership and it gets 
very complex. “You never stop learning about bridge. You 
start with beginner lessons and then move up the ladder.” 

Anyone who enjoys card games or chess will enjoy bridge. 
The statistical side also appeals to those with a mathematical 
bent and, as a four-person game, it provides opportunities to 
meet new people and form friendships. 

The RACV Bridge Club also competes as a team against  
other clubs. 

“Four times a year we have interclub competitions, and that 
is always great fun and adds another whole level,” says Sally. 

She says the past year has shown people value belonging to a 
group that is thriving and busy. “The community, connection 
and camaraderie are what I love the most about being part of 
the Club Bridge group.”

RACV Club has a number of different Member interest 
groups, including the young professionals, mahjong, craft, 
travel, ladies’ snooker and book groups.

A R E  Y O U  G A M E ? 
Bridge is a fun card game to learn, 
with multiple levels that make it 
challenging, cerebral and social 
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If you would like the chance to learn bridge 
or to find out more about our other member 

interest groups, contact the Club Events 
team on clubevents@racv.com.au  

or call (03) 9944 8888.
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RACV Club Events Coordinator Dimity Harris says the 
interest groups stayed connected last year through a 
variety of online platforms.

“Club members love creating a community with other 
members through the interest groups,” Dimity says.

It’s also easy to become involved. 

RACV Bridge Club, for example, offers beginner lessons 
with champion player Ben Kingham over 10 sessions. 
Players then move into supervised bridge sessions and, 
when confident enough, competitive bridge. 

RACV Bridge Club member Gerald Snowden has started 
researching and writing a book on bridge. The perpetual 
trophy for Best Player at the RACV Bridge Club is named 
after his late wife, Patricia. 

“Gerald has collected articles and photos of all past 
Presidents,” says Sally. “It tells the story of the RACV 
Bridge Club.”
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M E E T  & 
C O N N E C T
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RICH HISTORY:  
THE PATRICIA  
SNOWDEN 
MEMORIAL CUP IS 
AWARDED EACH YEAR 
TO THE BEST PLAYER AT 
THE RACV BRIDGE CLUB. 

mailto:clubevents%40racv.com.au?subject=


Ease back into your fitness regime by taking 
advantage of the new functional training area at the 
City Club Fitness Centre. 

RACV City Club Fitness Consultant David Renton 
(pictured right) says functional training helps improve 
movement, strength and physical performance.

“The new functional training space gives Members the 
chance to look at their training from a fresh perspective,” 
David says. “They can shift away from the more 
traditional approach and work through exercises that will 
give them greater confidence with daily activities.” 

The addition of the new space also means more Members 
can use the gym facilities and train at any one time, 
while maintaining safe social distancing. 

David says it’s been great to welcome Members back to 
the gym and help them restart their fitness journey.

“Many of us may have been more sedentary during the 
COVID lockdown and missed out on incidental exercise, 
such as walking to the train station,” says David. “As 
a result our physical condition has declined, which 
increases the chance of injury.”

He suggests simple steps such as reducing the size of 
weights, taking more time to warm up and cool down, 
and undertaking proper recovery techniques, such as 
good nutrition, adequate hydration and eight hours’ 
sleep, to minimise any ill effects.

“It’s important to remember that the benefits of exercise 
far outweigh the potential risks when getting back into 
the gym,” says David.

Everyone has different goals for their training in the 
fitness centre, which is where a personal trainer can help. 

“In a PT (personal training) session, your trainer will 
discuss your training goals and whether you have any 
injuries,” says David. “We then do a simple screening 
to check for any limitations in movement or areas of 
tightness. After an active warm-up to get the heart 
pumping, the training session will begin.”
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P E R S O N A L  B E S T
A personal trainer, along with functional training, can 
help you maximise the rewards of each gym session

BENEFITS OF A 
PERSONAL TRAINER

l Support to 
help you start or 
continue your gym 
and fitness journey

l Strategies to help  
you bust through a 
training plateau

l Guidance on correct techniques 
to maximise results

l Assistance with recovery from injury

l Fun and varied training sessions

l Increased strength and lean muscle

l Nutritional advice

l Support to reach and maintain a healthy weight.
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Find out more about our personal trainers 
or book a session. For City Club, call 03 9944 
8860 or email fitnesscentre@racv.com.au 

For Healesville Country Club & Resort,  
call (03) 5962 4899   

or email healesvilleevents@racv.com.au
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The Yarra Valley turns into a golden wonderland in autumn, making 
Healesville Country Club & Resort a welcoming place to relax and rejuvenate
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P O T  O F  G O L D

The Yarra Valley is picturesque all year round but it’s 
resplendent at this time of year with golden foliage, 
soft light and vivid sunsets.

Rows and rows of bronzed vines glister against a backdrop 
of green fields and dusky mauve mountains, giving the 
region a warm glow as you wend along the country roads, 
perhaps listening to Vivaldi’s Autumn concerto 
to complement the mood.

Healesville Country Club & Resort is 
renowned for its spectacular views 
and many Members count sitting 
in the Member’s Lounge before 
sundown as one of their 
favourite Club activities.

For those Members who stay 
inhouse, there’s the added 
bonus of the new daily 
complimentary Aperitivo 
hour in the Members’ 
Lounge (5 to 6pm), which 
includes a selection of 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages and canapes.

Restaurant Manager Franc Van 
Poelvoorde says Healesville Country 
Club & Resort is a great base to explore 
the region. He recommends going as far 
afield as Warburton, Seville, Yarra Glen and Dixon 
Creek to appreciate the beauty and breadth of the area.

“There are lots of local markets, not only in Healesville, 
but in the surrounding areas. There’s also places like 
Morgans Winery and Distillery in Seville and Yarra Valley 
Artisan Baker in Wesburn, which is awesome.”

Franc also recommends a jaunt to see the huge lillies at the 
Blue Lotus Water Garden at Yarra Junction.

“I think that’s the advantage of guests coming here, they 
can go and explore,” Franc says. “But a lot of guests also 
like to come here and just chill.”

Get the best out of your visit to the 
City Club by staying with one of our 

special packages, click here.

View the special accommodation 
packages on offer at the  

Country Club here. 
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Relaxation is assured at One Spa. Its extensive menu 
includes a blissful three-hour Earthy Escape treatment, 
with steam shower, mud-wrap scalp massage, hot stone 
massage and a glass of wine.

Autumn is also harvest time in the Yarra Valley. But with 
more than 70 wineries in the region, where do you start?

Club Director of Sales Kylie Shorter says 
Tarrawarra’s cellar door is worth a visit. 

“It’s one of a kind, the way it is built 
into the earth.”

Yarra Yering’s winemaker Sarah 
Crowe was named best Wine 

Maker of the Year  by James 
Halliday in 2017 and her 
wines consistently rate at the 
98/99 points scale. Pimpernel 
has French-style wines and 
Levantine Hill, Oakridge and 
Dominique Portet wineries 
all rate a mention.

But at the end of the day the 
simplest way to enjoy autumn is 

with a walk about the Healesville 
property, followed by an aperitif at 

sundown in the Members’ Lounge.
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 WORDS: BLANCHE CLARK.  PHOTOS: LEFT, ONE SPA, AND 
RIGHT, AUTUMN AT HEALESVILLE COUNTRY CLUB & RESORT BY 

PHOTOGRAPHER LUCAS ALLEN, COCO PRODUCTIONS.
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https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/city-club/stay/packages.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/healesville/stay/packages.html
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Book an event and rediscover  
what makes our Club great
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LIVE A HIGH-PERFORMANCE LIFESTYLE 

Calling young entrepreneurs and professionals. Join us for a 
fascinating panel discussion on career development and life/work 
balance. Olympic gold medallist Mack Horton, Paralympian Jessica 
Gallagher and Frank Green founder Ben Young share their insights 
at this exclusive networking event. 

Thu, 22 April, 5.45-7.45pm, Club Library, $45pp, includes 
drinks and canapes. To book, call (03) 9944 8888 or 
email clubevents@racv.com.au

IMMERSIVE TRAIN JOURNEY

Climb aboard for a truly memorable experience, 
with breathtaking scenery, a lesson on locomotive 
history and a lunch prepared using local produce. 
This is the first excursion of the year for our Explore 
& Experience Member interest group. 
 
Fri, 7 May, 9.15am-12.30pm. $125pp. To book this 
Puffing Billy Railway Exclusive Group tour, call (03) 
9944 8888 or email clubevents@racv.com.au

ABOARD

HALL OF FAME WINE TASTING

Discover why the Members’ Dining Room 
wine list was in the Hall of Fame for the 
2020 Australian Wine List of the Year 
awards. Enjoy wine tastings with small 
paired dishes. Booking details below.

Wed, 14 April, 6.30-8.30pm, $80pp.
Members’ Dining Room, City Club.  
To book, call (03) 9944 8888 or 
email clubevents@racv.com.au

COCKTAIL  
MASTERCLASS

You’re invited to an exclusive masterclass 
with Nick Tesar, owner of Marionette 
Liqueurs. Learn the art of cocktail 
making with matching food and small 
plate offerings. $80pp, includes a bottle of 
Marionette Liqueur.

Wed, April 21, 7-8.30pm, Wine Bar, City 
Club. To book, call (03) 9944 8888 or 
email clubevents@racv.com.au

KIDS’ COOKING CLASSES

Don’t miss out on our popular 
school holiday cooking  
workshops at City Club. We  
have sessions for tinies  
($30pp) and tweens ($40pp)  
on 12 April ($30/$40) and  
teens on 14 April ($50).

For more details, visit our  
What’s On page,  
call (03) 9944 8888 or 
email clubevents@racv.com.au

Club Members enjoyed an 
intimate evening in the City 
Club Library on March 17, 

listening to ABC journalist Michael 
Rowland, above, talk about Black 
Summer, a book of extraordinary stories 
from the devastating 2019/20 bushfires. 

Michael, who edited Black Summer, was 
on the fire ground in New South Wales 
reporting for News Breakfast and the 
wider ABC News network at the time.

Northern Books set up a pop-up shop 
in the Club Library for the author talk, 
giving Members the chance to get their 
books personally signed by Michael.

SOCIAL 8-BALL EVENT 
Our first Social 8-ball night of the 
year attracted 21 entrants and it was 
fantastic to see so much action across 
all eight billiards tables.  

Resident Professional Robby Foldvari 
and Club General Manager Rob Everett 
were on hand to congratulate winner 
John Millet and runner-up Ron Lau.

 (L-R) ROB EVERETT, RON LAU, JOHN 
MILLET AND ROBBY FOLDVARI.  

Find out about our upcoming 
events on the What’s On page.

AUTHOR TALK
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As an RACV Club Member, you have access 
to exclusive events and benefits. 

Find out about our events and activities 
via our What’s On page. Click here 

To book any of these events or for 
more information, contact our Club 
Events team, call (03) 9944 8888 or 
email clubevents@racv.com.au 

CLIMB
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16  HIGHLIGHTS MAY 2020

As an RACV Club Member, you can 
now access exclusive benefits from 

the comfort of your own home. 
Discover delicious recipes, stay 

connected with online workshops 
and masterclasses, keep the family 
occupied with virtual activities and 

read the latest articles on everything 
from wellness to life skills from the 

team at Highlights.

16  HIGHLIGHTS JULY 2020

Fun. Bold. Local.
As a Club Member you get 10% off 
when you pay by card, or 15% off 
when you charge direct to your

Club account.*

*T&C’s apply.

BOOK NOW

https://bit.ly/31yt341
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