HIGHLIGHTS
FEBRUARY 2022

LOVE LOCAL
O U R C H E F S VA LU E T H E I R L I N K

WITH THESE LOCAL PRODUCERS

KEEPING

MEMBERS

CONNECTED

racv.com.au/club

WELCOM E

IN THIS
ISSUE

Make the most of what’s on offer
4 Don’t miss: Rise up

J O H N S L AT T E R Y Club & Membership Committee Chairman
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Love is in the air for all sorts of reasons. Our cover story is about the “love
local” ethos that underpins the Club’s dining experiences, and it goes to the
heart of the strong connections that are forged through the Club. Valentine’s
Day, of course, is another celebration of love, but bibliophiles may be more
interested in Library Lover’s Day, which falls on the same day. In this edition
of Highlights, you can read about the special relationship between our chefs and Milking
Yard Farm on page 8; find out what’s new at the City Club Library on page 14, and book for a
Valentine’s Day dinner in the Members Dining Room (details at racv.com.au/club-whats-on).
You also can plan ahead, with Box Office packages available to see Hamilton and Phantom of
the Opera (page 4). The Club offers so many ways to enjoy summer, whether it’s boosting your
wellbeing with a round of golf (page 12), or a cycling holiday in the CBD (page 16).
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To update your contact details,
or if you have a membership
inquiry, please contact the Club
Membership team on:

R O B E V E R E T T RACV Club General Manager

The Year of the Tiger is off to a good start at the Club, with our annual Lunar
New Year dinner at City Club setting the scene for good things to come. I’m
told the Year of the Tiger is associated with rapid change, but also strength
and vitality that can help people overcome adversity. This is positive news as
we continue navigating our way through the COVID-19 pandemic. It has been a tough couple
of months for hospitality and tourism, with rising COVID cases causing staffing issues across
the country. The Club hasn’t been immune to these challenges, and that has impacted our
operations at various times. I want to thank all our Members for their ongoing understanding,
patience and support. Our exciting Ground Floor renovations have commenced. For Members
visiting the City Club, please be aware that our Club entry has been temporary located to New
Chancery Lane (next to the carpark entry). You can find out what’s planned and how to access
the Club on page 6, or at racv.com.au/clubimprovements. February may be the shortest month
of the year, but we’re hoping it will be action packed. Our Member Interest Groups are meeting
again, and we have scheduled regular lectures, online exercise classes, and our new Wine Club
Wednesdays (page 10). Our new dining venues, Banyalla and Riddell’s Green at Healesville
Country Club & Resort, also offer another way to enjoy the last month of summer. I, for one,
love finding any excuse to spend time out there. I hope to see you soon at the Club.
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DON’T
MISS

RISE UP
Hamilton is one reason to enjoy a night
out at the Club – or perhaps you’d prefer
a dining event or day at the races?

W

l Valentine’s Day dinner

hat do we love about musicals? Is it the songs, the
choreography, the sets or the heightened emotion? Or
perhaps, considering the pandemic, it’s the escapism and
the way musicals transport us to another world.

Treat yourself and a loved one. Mon 14 Feb,
6pm, Members Dining Room, $120pp.

Book online at racv.com.au/club-whats-on

The Club’s Box Office Packages and Tickets make it easy for you to
book ahead and secure tickets. Attending a show through the Club
is also a great way to connect with other Club Members.
PLANNING AHEAD
l Cinderella the Musical, Sat 28 May, 2pm-4.30pm, Regent

Theatre, $145pp, tickets only.

l Hamilton, Thu 30 Jun & 7 Jul, from 5pm, meet in Members

Dining Room, $280pp box office package.

l Phantom of the Opera, Thu 3 Nov, from 5pm, meet in

Members Dining Room, $260pp box office package.
ART AND ABOUT

Book ahead and dine at Banyalla, Healesville Country Club &
Resort’s new signature restaurant, or watch the sun go down from
a comfy sofa in Riddell’s Green’s alfresco dining area.

M

E

l Yarra Valley Cup - A Day at the Races

Sun 20 Mar, 11.30am-5.30pm, departs and
returns to Healesville Country Club and
Resort, $180pp for buffet lunch, beverage
package + return transfers.

Book online at racv.com.au/club-whats-on

PCELRUPBA C

KS

Why not head to Healesville to see the Sidney Nolan exhibition
at Tarrawarra Museum of Art before it closes on 6 March? Sidney
Nolan: Myth Rider includes more than 100 works exploring
parallels between the Gallipoli campaign and Trojan War.

PA

The longest running musical in the world, The Phantom of the
Opera, is coming to Melbourne in November, but first there’s
the musical credited with creating a new generation of musical
theatregoers, Hamilton, which may have the cleverest verse since
Shakespeare, depending on your point of view.

PHOTO: SCENE FROM HAMILTON BY DANIEL BOUD

This year Melbourne is reclaiming its “Marvellous” moniker with
a dazzling list of musicals bringing our theatres back to life.

S
VE
NT

We have exciting events planned for
2022. Bookmark our What’s On page
for the latest information at
racv.com.au/club-whats-on
Plan and book ahead for your
next visit to the Club at
racv.com.au/clubbookings

l Banyalla restaurant, Thu to Sat, 5.30pm-9pm. To book,

email healesvilleclubrestaurants@racv.com.au
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INSIDER
NEWS

PA I N T I N G
A PICTURE

It’s been more than 10 years since City Club had a
refresh, and the upgrade is based on feedback from Club
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NEW LOOK FOR
BOURKE STREET
ENTRANCE

The Bistro has been temporarily
relocated to the Tarrant Room
on Level 1. You can access the
Bistro via New Chancery Lane or
by taking the lift to Level 1 from
the car park. Don’t forget to check in
using the QR Code when you arrive and
before entering each venue.

R AP TAI
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C
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Bourke Street entrance will be closed
until the works are completed, and
Club Members can enter the Club
via New Chancery Lane, where the
reception team is ready to warmly
welcome you.

As outlined in Highlights in January, the ground floor is
undergoing a full refurbishment to improve the arrival
for Club Members, extend and revitalise the Bistro, and
upgrade the coffee lounge.

Close male relatives of both the bride and groom
wear turbans as symbol of honour.

REFURBISHED GALLERY LOUNGE
ON LEVEL 1 AT CITY CLUB

The new show, the first of a series
in 2022, features Precipice by
Victorian artist Kate Shaw
(above right), a dazzling artwork
made out of resin that was
inspired by the artist’s time in
the Northern Territory.

6 HIGHLIGHTS FEBRUARY 2022

Following Hindu wedding tradition, Karthik
travelled to the venue on a horse, and the procession
along Bourke Street and New Chancery Lane was a
spectacular sight.

Members. We hope to complete the works and re-open
the ground floor by the end of April 2022.

here’s always something new to enjoy at the Club,
including the refurbished Gallery Lounge and its
Welcome Back Victoria exhibition, which
features artists with a connection to
Melbourne and regional Victoria.

As well as being a place to admire
the artwork, City Club’s first floor
has become the central hub for
dining while the ground-floor upgrade is
underway.

H

ere’s a sight you don’t see every day in
the city. Karthik Maganty and Madeleine
Sargent’s wedding, which was held at City
Club, was a colourful and joyous occasion.

“The entrance, including the ride on the horse, is
called a Baraat, and it is meant to be a welcome for
the groom,” Karthik says. “It usually involves some
music that is played by a Dhol drummer, as was the
case at our wedding.”

City Club’s artful first-floor
refurbishment offers Club Members
a place to dine and retreat while the
ground-floor makeover takes place

T

S PECTAC U L A R S I G H T

For the latest information on the City Club
upgrades, please visit
racv.com.au/clubimprovements
For opening times and to book your next visit,
please go to racv.com.au/club-bookings

As well as the Bistro on Level 1, the Club’s dining
options include the Gallery Lounge, Members Dining
Room, Wine Bar, Sojourn in New Chancery Lane, Bourke
Street Green and the Carbine Bar.

For the majority of the ground-floor works you will
enter via New Chancery Lane or by taking the lift from
the car park to Level 1. Occasionally, you may need to
take the lift to Ground Mezzanine and walk through
the reception area of One Spa to access other facilities.
There will be signs to direct you. We apologise for any
inconvenience while the works are in progress.

The Fitness Centre, pool, squash courts, One Spa and
Barber are open, and there will be signs at the New
Chancery Lane entrance to direct you to each location.

As the new-look Gallery Lounge shows, the ground-floor
refurbishment will combine tradition and style to give
Club Members and their guests a first-rate experience.

PHOTOS: RUKSHAN FERNANDO

Like many couples, Karthik and Madeleine
postponed their nuptials during COVID-19
restrictions. “We are glad we postponed our
wedding so that it could be what we had envisaged,”
Karthik says. “It went as well as could be expected.”
About 150 people attended the wedding on Level
17 at City Club in November. Karthik’s father
influenced the couple’s choice of venue.
“My Dad has attended a few conferences on Level
17 of the City Club, and he always talked about the
views from there,” Karthik says. “Once we had a
tour, we knew we had to have our wedding there.”
l The RACV City Club has a range of wedding

packages available. To make an enquiry, email
weddings@racv.com.au
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COVER
STORY

LOVE LOCAL
The relationship between our chefs and Milking Yard Farm reflects the
“love local” ethos that underpins the Club’s dining experiences

When the couple decided to convert
their weekender into a sustainable business
nearly eight years ago, it took a year of trial and error
before they found NSW breeder Michael Sommerlad and
his heritage breed of chickens, which top chefs consider
close in taste to France’s famous Bresse chicken.
“The Sommerlad is such a hardy bird,” Bruce says. “They
aren’t sitting around converting cheap grain into cheap
meat like the modern, industrial boiler. They are more
like normal chickens, wandering around, digging up
grubs. They will go out in the hot weather; they will go
out in the cold weather. They only go into the shed at
night or when it’s too hot. They are very robust.”
8 HIGHLIGHTS FEBRUARY 2022

“Bruce and Roz have gone to
so much trouble to make sure
the chickens are bred correctly,
in the right environment, using
the best farming practices, and
it’s only fair that we treat them in
the same way,” Sojourn’s chef tells
Highlights. He says the entire Sommerlad
chicken is used to make Sojourn’s signature
chicken dish as a way of creating different flavours and
minimising food waste.
“It’s an interesting dish to order because you have the
chicken breast terrine, stuffed legs, sausage made from
excess meat and the jus made from a bone broth,” he
says. “From a preparation point of view, it’s a very big
process, but there’s no wastage.”
Consumer demand for ethical, sustainable and local
produce is increasing, and the Club’s relationship with
Milking Yard Farm ticks all the boxes.

SOJOURN’S SIGNATURE
MILKING YARD CHICKEN DISH

PIENRI NPGA C
MD

O
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But finding chickens with oldfashioned fortitude is harder than
you may think.

Recognising that Milking Yard
chickens are unique, the Club’s
chefs strive to create dishes
that reflect the sustainable
practices of the farm.

ROZ AND BRUCE BURTON

B

Inspired by old-style European farms, Roz
and Bruce let their chickens roam free
across 10ha, with four maremmas
– Max, Maisy, Jackson and Ollie
– dutifully protecting them
from foxes. At night, broods of
about 200 retreat to various
relocatable sheds, luxury
accommodation compared to
commercial poultry farms,
which house up to 50,000
birds 24/7 in one shed.

“We process and pack the chickens ourselves,” Bruce
says. “If they’re for the RACV Club, we know
what the chefs want, so we pick the birds
that best suit. It’s all done by hand to
cater for a specialty market.”

S

Their award-winning Sommerlad chickens bring
something extra special to the table because of the way
the fowl are raised.

The slow-growing birds are bigger than your average
chicken, offering considerably more meat, and are
typically processed at 12 to 14 weeks, compared with
five to six weeks on an industrial-sized farm. And it’s
not just the taste of the chickens that’s ensured Milking
Yard Farm’s success, it’s their relationship with high-end
restaurants and chefs at places such as RACV Club.

PA

R

oz and Bruce Burton have an extra special
connection with the Club. Not only is Roz a Club
Member, but the couple run Milking Yard Farm
in Trentham which supplies chickens for the Members
Dining Room and Sojourn’s signature dish.

OK I NG

Have you tried Sojourn? It’s a fresh
fabulous dining experience in New
Chancery Lane, with an emphasis on
Victoria’s top winemakers, brewers,
distillers, farmers and producers.
Club Members are entitled to a 15%
discount off their final bill at Sojourn
when they charge it directly to their
Club Membership card.
For opening hours and bookings, visit
racv.com.au/racv-club/bookings
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E AT &
DRINK

TAS T I N G
N OT E S
Surprise yourself and discover
something new at City Club’s new
Wine Bar Wednesdays

T

he Wine Bar prides itself on its element of surprise, and
Wine Bar Wednesdays offer Club Members the chance to
imbibe their adventurous side.

On the first and third Wednesday of every month, you can
sample some great wine, spirits or beer from around the world.
It’s a unique twist on happy hour. Rather than a rowdy
pub, a Club expert will introduce you to a new drop in an
intimate setting, with the chance to discuss the origins and
characteristics of the product.

The Wine Bar is also a great place to catch up with friends.
There are different types of seating, including booths and
stylish high-backed chairs, where you can unwind and try
something surprising from the menu.

10 HIGHLIGHTS FEBRUARY 2022
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Wine Bar Wednesdays, first and third
Wednesday of the month, 5.30pm6.15pm, $30pp, Wine Bar, City Club.
Book via the What’s On page at racv.
com.au/club-whats-on

I

t has been a year since we introduced the daily Club Members’ Lounge
Aperitivo service for in-house guests at Healesville Country Club & Resort,
and the feedback indicates it has been a resounding success.

Complimentary canapés and drinks are served every evening between
5-6pm for Club Members who have booked accommodation under a Club
Member rate. It is available for a maximum of two people per room.
Restaurant Manager Franc Van Poelvoorde says Healesville Country Club &
Resort is consolidating its reputation as a foodie destination, thanks to its
new dining options, Banyalla and Riddell’s Green.
“I’ve been at Healesville for more than 12 years
and the new furnishings, ambiance, and food and
beverage offerings are making the Club a top foodie
destination in the region,” Franc says.
l Club Members are entitled to a 15% discount

off their final bill at Banyalla and Riddell’s
Green when they charge it directly to their Club
Membership card.
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Rob says he’s particularly looking forward to the Wine Bar’s
Starward Whisky Night and the evening with Tasmanian
Whisky guru Bill Lark in coming months.

NE S D

MAKE HEALESVILLE YOUR NEXT FOODIE DESTINATION

PA

“Wine Bar Team Leader Freya Rock is a wine and whisky
enthusiast and will always try to twist your arm to try
something new and exciting,” he says. “Everything we do has
an element of surprise.”
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He says Club Members can always try something in the Wine
Bar, and all the staff have a keen interest in the products.
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“It’s an informal event where we encourage in-depth
conversations about the product that we are highlighting,” Rob
says. “As well as products from around the world, we’ll also
feature some local spirit distilleries later in the year.”

PA

City Club Bar Manager Rob Pierce says the focus is on whisky
this month, followed by wine with Club Sommelier Christian
Maier in March.

T
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WELLNESS
AWESOME FOURSOME
Tony Mann joined forces with
fellow Club Member Michel
Esnault, and friends Seamus
Scorgie and Brett Van Leishout
for the 2021 Longest Day Golf
Challenge. They raised nearly
$3000 for the Cancer Council.

L I F E A B OV E PA R

MEMBER
STORY

The golf bug can hit at any age, and it comes with a caddy full of benefits

LEARN THE BASICS

Stephen has been playing on and off for 35 years
and relishes the chance to play two to three times
a week at Healesville Country Club & Resort, now
that he’s retired.

Ben says it’s best to start with a few lessons to
learn the fundamentals. “Get those things right
and it makes the game a lot easier. I teach a lot of
kids and they start forming good habits early on.”

“There’s the social aspect as well as the fitness
side,” he says. “I usually warm up at the nets and
putting practice green before playing the 18 holes.
Then I go back to the sports bar (Riddell’s Green)
for a drink before heading home.”
He admits the game can try your patience. “The
goal is to improve your handicap and to play to
what you see as your own ability,” he says. “You
can be at a certain level but it doesn’t mean you can
play to that level all the time.
“I watch a lot of the golf on the telly, and the
professionals get frustrated as well. It’s a constant
work in progress, whatever your level.”

FRESH AIR FOR A MENTAL BOOST
RACV Club Golf Pro Ben Eyton-Jones says just
walking around the golf course and playing outside
helps boost your mental wellbeing, especially after
all the lockdowns.

In addition to the 18-hole course, Healesville has
a four-hole course where novices can practise. No
bookings are required.

WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO TAKE PART IN THE
LONGEST DAY GOLF CHALLENGE?

Cancer shattered my world last year by taking my
wonderful father, a man who also loved having a hit
of golf. Cancer has touched everyone, and I want to
help change this.

IT’S ALL IN THE SWING
Swinging a golf club works your core and back
muscles, so it makes sense to have a gym program
that supports and strengthens these areas. Ben
liaises with personal trainers in the Fitness Centre
to support his students.

WHAT SPONSORSHIP DID THE CLUB PROVIDE?
Healesville Country Club and Resort was fantastic.
The Pro Shop team waivered the green fees and
provided carts. They also helped us promote our
event, which resulted in a number of local Club
Members sponsoring our team.

“It’s advisable to stretch for five to 10 minutes
before playing. If you’ve never played before you’ll
find muscles you didn’t know existed.”

GET FITTED FOR A SET OF CLUBS

YOU WENT FOR THE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE OF
72 HOLES. HOW LONG DID THAT TAKE?

Golf fundamentals include having a soft grip on the
golf club, aligning your body square to the target,
and learning to swing the club.

We completed the 72 holes in 13.5 hours. It was our
first time doing the challenge, so we were just happy.
We would like to do it again next year.

“Many people try to hit the ball too hard,” Ben
says. “Just imagine the ball is in the way of your
swing rather than aiming to hit it.”

“It’s magnificent to play at Healesville with all
of the wildlife,” he says. You see kangaroos and
wombats, and there are 50-odd species of birds
out here, so even if your game is not at the highest
level, it’s a lovely walk.

Getting fitted for a set of clubs is also important.
“It’s amazing how many people use equipment
that’s wrong for them,” Ben says.

Healesville’s golf course is nearly 5000m long.
”So that’s a minimum of 5km that you’ll walk – if
you hit the ball straight,” Ben says. “Most people
walk the best part of 7km around the golf course,
so exercise gets a big, big tick as well.”

a Healesville Country Club & Resort
Season Pass. For details, contact the
Pro Shop on (03) 5969 9451, email
healesville@golf.racv.com.au, or visit
racv.com.au/healesville

l There are many benefits to holding

WHAT WENT FIRST - SKILL, STRENGTH OR
STAMINA? There were definitely some bad holes

ME

MBER

from us all, but on a whole we all played well across
the 72 holes. We joked that perhaps next time we
should play 18 holes as a warm up first.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE PART OF THE
COURSE AT HEALESVILLE?

The 8th with the beautiful views and wide fairway.
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I
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FUNDRAISERS MICHEL, SEAMUS, TONY AND BRETT.

T

R

ACV Club Member Stephen Oates initially
resisted the idea of playing golf but once his
work colleagues convinced him, he never
looked back. “I was pretty much instantly hooked
once I started,” he says.

l Donations are still being accepted at

longestday.org.au/fundraisers/tonymann/vic
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MEET &
CONNECT

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL

Several studies over the years
have found that the anticipation
of travel is often more of a
mental boost than the actual
holiday. But try telling that to
anyone who has been stuck at
home for the past two years!
For many of us, it’s enough of
an outing to travel to the Club
or a regional town.
But that doesn’t mean you can’t read
books about far-flung places and admire
the scenery, and plan for the day that freedom
comes your way.

Kate says the book 100 Things To See
On Australia’s Coral Coast is a particular
drawcard. “Surprisingly little has been
published about this area. This book
outlines some of the best places to go along
this incredible stretch of coast.”
Although you can look up any destination online, Kate
says a book is often a better “user” experience.

A

Y

PA
CITY CLUB LIBRARIAN KATE
MCCAIG HAS CREATED A
NEW SECTION FOR CLUB
MEMBERS INTERESTED IN
AUSTRALIAN FICTION.

With this in mind, City Club Librarian Kate McCaig has
acquired new travel books about Tasmania, Western
Australia and New Zealand that Club Members can
peruse in the library or borrow to take home.
“The books are about places Club Members
might like to go, hopefully sometime
this year,” Kate says. “The new titles,
including new Lonely Planet travel
guides, also update our existing
collection.”

ID
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The Club Library regularly replenishes its offerings, with new books about
interstate travel and award-winning Australian fiction now on the shelves
In these uncertain times, with international travel
restrictions showing no sign of easing any time soon,
it may surprise you that thinking about
travel can make you happy.
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Enjoy peace and quiet at the City Club
Library. Club Members can borrow up
to 15 items for three weeks.
Check opening hours before your
next visit to the Club at
racv.com.au/clubbookings

“You can put it down and pick it up five minutes later,
and you don’t have to refresh the page,’ she says. “Most
jobs now involve looking at a screen all day, and I find a
book is a relief because it is different.”
Kate has also been building the library’s Australian
fiction collection. “I’m collecting a variety of authors,
and I’ve started with novels published in the past year.”
You’ll find novels by two journalists in the mix: The
Truth About Her by Jacqueline Maley and In Darkness
Visible by Tony Jones.

Kate also responds to special events and anniversaries
with displays of relevant titles from the library’s
collection. Events covered this year include the
Australian Open and The Ashes, and in April there will
be displays for the Grand Prix and Anzac Day.
“Displays on gardening books are always popular,” she
says. “That’s why I’ve ordered the book Wonder: 175
Years of Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.”
Another book that’s sure to be a hit during the school
holidays is the latest Guinness World Records 2022.

NEW BOOKS TO BORROW AT CITY CLUB LIBRARY
FAMILY DRAMA

SECRET PLACES

Inspired in part by fairytales
such as Rapunzel, One Hundred
Days is the moving story of
16-year-old Karuna, who
fights against her overbearing
mother’s attempt to keep
her locked up after she falls
pregnant. At times tense and
claustrophobic, it still brims
with humour and warmth.

This isn’t your typical
guidebook. Local explorers
Rochelle and Wally Dare
guide you through the
Corinna Wilderness, along
beautiful beaches and to
their favourite places to
camp. They also share a
few secrets along the way.

An award-winning Melbourne
author, Alice Pung’s books include the memoirs
Unpolished Gem and Her Father’s Daughter. She also
edited the anthology Growing Up Asian in Australia.
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There’s advice for
travelling on Tasmanian
roads, a road toolkit, stories of locals and a focus on
Tassie’s burgeoning food scene, from farm-to-plate
restaurants to the best fish and chips in the state.

ARTFUL MYSTERY

COAST WITH THE MOST

Set during the last days of 1999,
this novel is about a young
Australian woman working as
an au pair in Paris. She needs
to get to Rome to deliver a
mysterious parcel, which relates
to Michelangelo’s Pietà, on
behalf of her deceased mother.

Swim with whale sharks
and discover delicious local
produce. This book offers
insider knowledge on the best
places to eat, sleep and shop
along Australia’s Coral Coast.

Juxtaposing Lucy’s coming of
age with Australia’s maturing
as a nation, Fitzgerald explores
the mother/daughter relationship, the divide between
European and Indigenous art, and the geopsychology of
travel. This is a thought-provoking novel.

You’ll learn about 100 things
to do and see along this
dynamic stretch of coast, which
stretches for 1100km. There
are also sections on a range of
recreational experiences to try in Karijini National Park
and the Pilbara. Adventure awaits.
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ESCAPE

SMOOTH R I DES
Use City Club’s Mobility Hub and plan a cycling holiday in the CBD,
or enjoy a day of exploration that ends at the Club for a meal

C

ycling around the CBD has become safer and
more efficient with the City of Melbourne adding
40km of protected bike lanes to the existing
network.

LE

City Club’s Mobility Hub, with
bicycle parking, changerooms,
and charging facilities for
electric bikes, provides a
secure base to tap into
135km of on and off-road
routes.

River at Southbank. For a city that’s considered flat, you’ll
soon discover there are a few hills. Purpose-built bicycle
trails along Batman Ave and the south side of the Yarra
River provide a link to Williams Street and a route back to
City Club.
DOCKLANDS DISCOVERY
Discover Harbour Esplanade, Central
Pier, New Quay and Waterfront City.
It’s an easy 5km-loop, giving you
time to stop, lock up your bike, look
at the public art in Docklands Park,
poke around the 1914 heritagelisted cargo sheds at Central Pier or
admire the belly of the Bolte Bridge.
Take Collins Street to Harbour
Esplanade and use the Capital City
Trail to get to Central Pier.

All you need is the
avero app (which you
can download to your
phone) to plan your city
explorations.
The City of Melbourne
has more than 2700 bicycle
hoops across the municipality
for parking, so take a bike lock.
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T

S

CK
A G

Take advantage of our City Club
accommodation packages.
Spend your days exploring the
city by bicycle and spend your
nights relaxing at the Club.

E

A

MODA

N

Take a scenic tour of the CBD. Stop and shop at Queen
Victoria Market, lounge in the Carlton Gardens, see an
exhibit in the State Library Victoria, visit the Koorie
Heritage Trust at Fed Square and coast along the Yarra

P

FOOD AND CULTURE

OM

IO

The arevo app will show you the best way from City Club,
via Webb Bridge, Lorimer Street and the Bay Trail. It’s
6.7km and takes about 26 minutes from City Club. Use
the bicycle punt service (westgatepunt.com) across the
Yarra River to visit Scienceworks and Williamstown.

C

Get an intriguing view of Westgate Bridge from below
at Westgate Park. This little-known park in the heart of
industrial Melbourne is a bird sanctuary and has a salt
lake that turns pink with algae action in hot weather.

Yarra City Loop is an easy 11km ride along the
Main Yarra Trail to Herring Island and back. You get great
city, park and river views. Herring Island, which is 3.2ha
in size, is the only substantial island in the Yarra River.
Remember to ring your bell to warn walkers and other
cyclists when approaching.

AC

SHORT AND SWEET

ISLAND IN THE CITY

To find out more, visit
racv.com.au/cityclub-packages
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W H AT ’ S O N T H I S M O N T H
FE B R UA RY

2

LUNAR NEW
YEAR

Members
Dining Room
6pm

CITY
$125pp

TRAVEL
GROUP 1

Clubroom
10am-noon

CITY

MORNING
YOGA
WITH KATHY

8am

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

DUPLICATE
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

WINE BAR
WEDNESDAYS

Wine Bar
5.30pm6.15pm

CITY

Clubroom
7pm-9pm

CITY

EVENING
MAHJONG

3

Clubroom
10am-1pm

CITY

GEOFFREY
EDWARDS
LECTURE

Clubroom
2.30pm3.30pm

CITY
$25pp

SOCIAL
8-BALL

Billiards
Room
6pm

CITY

7

SUPERVISED
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

8

MORNING
YOGA
WITH KATHY

10am

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

CUPPA &

GALLERY
LOUNGE
10.30am11.30am

CLUB EVENTS
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16

DUPLICATE
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

WINE BAR
WEDNESDAYS

Wine Bar
5.30pm6.15pm

CITY

BOOK GROUP 4

Library
7.15pm8.15pm

CITY

MORNING
MOVEMENT
WITH FRAN

8am

MAHJONG
GROUP

Car
enthusiasts
can join our
discussion
on motoring
interests on
February 17.

LEVEL 1
CITY

9
10

12
14

VIRTUAL ART
GROUP

5.30pm6.30pm

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

TASTING
TEN SHADES
OF PINK

6pm-8pm

CITY
$75pp

DUPLICATE
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

Clubroom
9am-1pm

CITY

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

TRIPE CLUB
LUNCHEON

Level 2
noon-2.30pm

CITY

Clubroom
10am-1pm

CITY

KENNETH PARK
LECTURE

Clubroom
2.30pm3.30pm

CITY
$25pp

COOMBE
YARRA VALLEY
TOUR

10am-noon

COOMBE,
YARRA
VALLEY
$30pp

SUPERVISED
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

DISCUSSION:
WHAT’S YOUR
MOTORING
INTEREST

Clubroom
2.30pm3.30pm

CITY

Bourke
Street Green
5.30pm

CITY

OFFSITE
$25pp,
includes tour +
tea/coffee

8am

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

SOLO GROUP

Clubroom
9am-1pm

CITY

18

YOUNG

ROBIN GROW
LECTURE

Clubroom
2.30pm3.30pm

CITY
$25pp

19

St Kilda
10am

BOOK
GROUP 2

Clubroom
11.15am12.15pm

CITY

KENNETH
PARK
WALKING
TOUR
St Kilda No.2

CITY

SUPERVISED
BRIDGE

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

21
22

CUPPA &

Gallery
Lounge
10.30am11.30am

LEVEL 1
CITY

Clubroom
9.45am-1pm

CITY

VALENTINE’S
DAY DINNER

Members
Dining Room

CITY

Information in Highlights and the events listed in this calendar
were correct at the time of publication. However, changes in
circumstances may impact on the accuracy of this information.

23

24

SOLO GROUP

MORNING
MOVEMENT
WITH FRAN

SUPERVISED
BRIDGE

Take a tour
of Coombe
Yarra Valley, a
unique gourmet
and cultural
destination, on
February 17.

PROFESSIONALS

DRINKS

CONVERSATIONS

DUPLICATE
BRIDGE

28

A

ER
MCPL U B P A

S

MAHJONG
GROUP

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

Clubroom
11am-12.30pm

ONLINE
VIA ZOOM

CK

8am

TRAVEL
GROUP 2

8am

17

MORNING
MOVEMENT
WITH FRAN

CONVERSATIONS

MORNING
YOGA WITH
KATHY

P

1

15

E

S
VE
NT

We have exciting events planned
for March and April, including
tours, lectures and
school-holiday activities.
Bookmark our What’s On page for
the latest information at
racv.com.au/club-whats-on
Plan and book ahead for your
next visit to the Club at
racv.com.au/clubbookings
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WINE CLUB
SUMMER OFFER

Club Sommelier Christian Maier has personally selected six new
wines that are perfect for all your summer occasions. Order yours
now with free delivery for the exclusive Members’ price of $99
(normally $125) through the Wine Club.
Order now at racv.com.au/wine-club

