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J O H N S L AT T E R Y Club & Membership Committee Chairman

Spring has arrived, along with warmer weather and beautiful flowers. 
These are things to appreciate as we endure this extended lockdown. In this 

edition of Highlights, Club Members share their favourite memories of recent 
Club events (page 8), working out in the Fitness Centre (page 12) and the joys 

of children’s cooking classes (page 14). In between lockdowns, I attended a celebration for 
my son’s 40th birthday in the Members’ Dining Room. Family members were delighted with 
the attentive service from David, and the rest of the team. The food and wine were equally 
impressive. I took the opportunity to show the family the new-look Wine Bar, which is a great 
space for Club Members to meet up with friends, once the Club reopens. My family are certainly 
keen to get back there. In the meantime, stay safe and happy reading.

R O B E V E R E T T   RACV Club General Manager 
 

September is an eventful month with Father’s Day, footy finals and 
preparations for spring racing. Unfortunately, Melbourne’s sixth lockdown has 

been extended, and regrettably the Club’s properties remain shut, in line with 
government restrictions. The Club team has been working hard, once again, to 

set up online events for Club Members to enjoy at home. Members have had exclusive access to 
the Press Reader service, online lectures, presentations, videos from our kitchen, articles, trivia 
and Wine Club specials. We are thrilled the Gabriel Gaté Moulin Rouge dinner was able to go 
ahead in July. Club Members share their memories of this and other events on page 8. Another 
popular event, the AFL Grand Final Lunch, has been affected by the lockdown but, rest assured, 
AFL legend Brian Taylor and co-host Jacqueline Felgate will be hosting this event online in a 
similar format to last year. I am very pleased to announce that due to these ongoing lockdowns, 
as a gesture of goodwill, all financial Club Members will be receiving a gift card, distributed 
from the City Club. The City Club and Melbourne’s CBD will need your support to bring them 
back to life when restrictions ease. Please remember to keep an eye on Highlights online for 
updates about Member events, special offers and benefits. I thank all our Club Members for 
their ongoing support during this difficult time.

A chance to share fond memories
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We have exciting events planned 
for spring, both online and back at 
the Club when restrictions ease

Throughout September, we will be bringing our Club 
Events calendar to you at home. We have online 
lectures on French literature and Liberty of London, 

a French wine tour with Club Sommelier Christian Maier, 
kids’ cooking videos (see page 14), and an AFL Grand 
Final event via Zoom.

We also have events scheduled for October and 
November back at the Club, but these will be subject 
to Victorian Government guidelines and COVID-19 
restrictions. The What’s On page online is your best 
source for updates on events, classes and activities. 

We have also launched a digital booking system that 
allows Club Members to book Club events directly online. 
With one click, you can book your spot at any of our 
upcoming events via the What’s On page.

SUSANNAH FULLERTON: LITERARY FRANCE 
France has more winners of the Nobel Prize for 
Literature than has any other nation. Susannah’s 
lecture will take you on a tour of her top 10 literary 
locations in France.

Thu 9 Sep, 2.30-3.30pm, free, via Zoom.  
Book online now.

FRENCH WINE TOUR ON A BUDGET
Join Club Sommelier Christian Maier on a meander 
through France, as he reveals the stories behind three 
amazing wines, which you can buy for reasonable prices.

Fri 10 Sep, 6-7pm, free, via Zoom. 
Book online now.

LIBERTY OF LONDON: KENNETH PARK LECTURE
Arthur Lasenby Liberty founded the luxury department 
store Liberty in 1875. Kenneth will celebrate Liberty’s 
trademark bold print fabrics, fashions and homewares.

Thu 16 Sep, 2.30-3.30pm, free, via Zoom.
Book online now.
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Book your spot now for upcoming events  
at racv.com.au/club-whats-on  

Enter your Member number to start the 
booking and your Member account will be 

charged after the event.

For inquiries, call 9944 8888 or email  
clubevents@racv.com.au

HIGHLIGHTS SEPTEMBER 2021  5

S TAY  T U N E D

AFL GRAND FINAL 
AFL legend Brian Taylor and Jacqueline Felgate will host 
an exclusive online event for Club Members, reviewing 
the 2021 season, and previewing the Grand Final.

Check the What’s On page online for details.
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AUTHOR TALK: LIFE IN THE SAS
Mark Wales led combat missions in Afghanistan with the 
Special Air Service Regiment (SAS). He will talk about 
mindset and resilience. His book, Survivor: Life in the 
SAS, will be available to buy and get signed on the night.

Rescheduled for 11 November.  
Check the What’s On page for details next month.

HEALESVILLE MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Healesville Music Festival is a great family event, 
with concerts, workshops, children’s entertainers, and 
a selection of the Yarra Valley’s finest food and drinks. 
Healesville Country Club & Resort is a silver sponsor of 
the annual festival. In the event of lockdown restrictions, 
the festival will run online.

12-14 November. Look out for details in the October 
edition of Highlights

YO U N G P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

The RACV Club’s Young Professionals 
group keeps in contact through their 
own dedicated Facebook page. 

Click here to find out more. 
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Banyalla is a native shrub that flowers in 
spring, attracting birds with its seeds and 
maroon and yellow bell-shaped flowers. 

It’s also the name of Healesville Country Club 
& Resort’s new Level 2 dining experience, 
which will reflect the local environment in both 
its design and menu.

Healesville Country Club & Resort Manager Josh 
O’Brien says Banyalla will include a new restaurant, 
cocktail lounge/bar, dedicated coffee bar area and 
refurbished outdoor area.

“The menu will incorporate a lot of local produce 
and feature native elements, such as steamed fish in 
paperbark,” he says.

Banyalla is scheduled for completion before November. 
Work to transform the space, which formerly housed 
Terrace Bistro and Blue Tree Grill, began last month. 
Club Members visiting or staying at the Club can expect 
minimal disruption or noise.

During the Level 2  refurbishment, Club Members can 
dine in the new sports bar, Riddell’s Green. It will be 
open for lunch and dinner, and in-house guests can 
enjoy a buffet breakfast, with a view of the golf course.

Josh says Banyalla and Riddell’s Green will turn the 
Country Club into a foodie destination, while offering 
Club Members new experiences.
“Banyalla’s purpose-built cocktail bar/lounge will 
feature parquetry flooring and booth seating, with 
lovely pendant lighting above the tables,” Josh says. 

We’re taking it to the next level 
with an exciting new dining 
experience on Level 2 at Healesville 
Country Club & Resort

I N S I D E R
N E W S
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I N S P I R E D  B Y  N AT U R E

PLANNING YOUR VISIT
The RACV online bookings page is your go-to guide for 
how the Club is responding to Victorian Government 
restrictions. You will find regular updates about 
our two properties, and news about operating 
times and hours over the coming weeks. 

Masks: When you visit our Club properties, 
please ensure you sign in via the mandatory 
QR code. We remind you that a mask must 
be worn at all times, while indoors and 
outdoors, except while dining and drinking or 
during high-impact exercise. 

Reservations: We require Members to make bookings for 
all activities at our Club properties prior to arrival to ensure 
access to facilities with limited capacity. 

Safety: RACV Club remains committed to ensuring the 
safety of Members, guests and staff. We continue to ask that 
if you have any symptoms of COVID-19 that you don’t visit 
RACV Club. Stay up to date with the latest information via 

the RACV Club website.

Hygiene promise: Our high health and hygiene 
standards form part of our Hygiene Promise, 
including having Hygiene Officers at each 
property, installation of UV filters in the air-
conditioning system, and new outdoor dining 

facilities at both properties. 

Bookings - racv.com.au/racv-club/bookings

Events - racv.com.au/club-whats-on

Updates  - racv.com.au/clubimprovements or 
racv.com.au/clubimprovements-healesville

“Natural stone and timber furnishings will be 
introduced to the main restaurant, giving the space 
warm and stylish tones, while retaining a respectful 
nod to the Club’s history.”

Banyalla will also have a new private dining room for 
Club Members to book for special occasions.

“It will be an intimate space, with a beautiful marble 
table as its centrepiece, and a number of surrounding 
tables,” Josh says. “Club Members will be able to book 
the space for special occasions, including birthdays, 
anniversaries and engagements. Their experience 
will be enhanced with a personalised seasonal menu 
that our head chef can customise to suit any dietary 
requirement or request.” 

For details about upcoming changes, visit  
racv.com.au/clubimprovements-healesville

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/bookings.html
http://racv.com.au/club-whats-on
http://racv.com.au/clubimprovements
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/healesville/facilities/club-improvements-healesville.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/healesville/facilities/club-improvements-healesville.html
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Celebrity Chef Gabriel Gaté and Club Sommelier 
Christian Maier have hosted a spectacular 
French-themed night at Healesville Country Club 

& Resort for nine years, and it’s Club Member Georgie 
Haberfield and her mother Luci’s favourite event.

“This is the sixth dinner we’ve been to; we always 
have fun, and we were over the moon we could 
attend this year,” Georgie says.

This year’s Moulin Rouge theme saw 
Healesville’s ballroom transformed 
into a Parisian cabaret venue for 
the five-course dinner on July 9.

“It was a great theme, and the 
dessert was incredible,” Georgie 
says. “It was this little windmill 
made of choux pastry and filled 
with cream, with a cherry on top.”

She says Gabriel and Christian have 
a great rapport, entertaining guests 
with their stories. “Gabriel started 
talking through one of the recipes, and 
I whipped my phone out and started taking 
notes,” Georgie says.

The dinner is also the chance to meet other Club 
Members, and Facebook connections have developed. 
“We have also started staying at the Club on the night of 
the event,” she says. “You can enjoy the evening, retire 
to bed, and have a delicious breakfast in the morning.”

Christian says the highlight for him was having so many 
Club Members back together for such a wonderful event. 

“Everyone was happy to be there and enjoyed the food, 
wines and entertainment,” he says. “The staff go all out 
with the room decoration every year, and this year we 
had cabaret artists and can-can dancing as well.”

He also loved the main course: chicken tarragon with 
exotic mushrooms in puff pastry, served with a 2020 
Richard Rottier Brouilly Beaujolais. “The softer structure 
of this red wine went exceptionally well with the dish.” 
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Another milestone event was Member Helen Lamont’s 
101th birthday celebrations at City Club in May.

 Helen (pictured below) says it was wonderful to celebrate 
her birthday with family and 25 members of the Club’s 
solo group, after her 100th birthday celebrations were 

cancelled last year due to a COVID-19 lockdown. 

“I’m hoping my good health continues so 
that I can keep joining my friends in 

some of the many activities available 
in the Club,” says Helen.

Club Member Nathan 
Raynor says his 
favourite memory was 

seeing friends from the Young 
Professionals’ group at Sojourn 
between lockdowns. “We ordered 
five or six dishes to share, and it 

was a great catch-up.” 

He also attended the “Tapping 
into High Performance” event with 

swimming champion and Olympic gold 
medallist Mack Horton, Paralympian Jessica 

Gallagher and Frank Green founder Ben Young.

He says a family getaway at Healesville Country Club & 
Resort is another great memory. “It was in winter, and 
we went up Donna Buang, the kids mucked around in the 
slushy ice, and it was great to stay at the Club for a few 
days. You appreciate those things more now.”

C O V E R 
S T O R Y

Visit Highlights online to read 
how Club Members are staying 
connected. You’ll also find the 
latest information about Club 
events and offers here, too. 

racv.com.au/club-highlights
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GREAT MEMORIES

WORDS: BLANCHE CLARK. PHOTO: MATT HARVEY

Club Members and staff recall some of their favourite memories  
of recent Club events and dining experiences

‘The highlight was having 

all those Club Members 

back together at such a 

wonderful event’

  Club Sommelier Christian Maier

‘It was a great 

theme, and the 

dessert was 

incredible’
 

Club Member 
Georgie 

Haberfield,  
with her 

mother Luci

HELEN  
LAMONT
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Let your tastebuds tango. Riddell’s Green is bringing 
a new dining experience to the Yarra Valley

10  HIGHLIGHTS SEPTEMBER 2021

Club Members are in for a treat when the new indoor/
outdoor sports bar, Riddell’s Green, opens at 
Healesville Country Club & Resort. 

New Executive Chef Himanshu Sharda, right, has 
designed a menu that’s a fusion of Tex-Mex, South 
American and Australian flavours. Over recent weeks, 
Sharda and his team have been perfecting their recipes 
in the new commercial kitchen at Riddell’s Green.

Himanshu says he feels privileged to be working at 
RACV. “I love eating and cooking, and this job gives me an 
opportunity to meet so many amazing people.” 

He grew up in Naugoan near the Himalayan Mountains, where his 
parents had an apple orchard, but also grew peaches, apricots, plums 
and almonds. “My grandmother and me, we were the foodies at home. 
We loved to eat, cook and explore food. Probably that was one of my 
inspirations to become a chef one day.”

He moved to Australia after gaining a degree in hotel management, 
and he has been in Melbourne for 17 years. His previous roles include 
head chef at Fenix (when it was owned by MasterChef judge Gary 
Mehigan) and executive chef at Novotel Hotel in Geelong. 

Himanshu says the new menu at Riddell’s Green will showcase the 
diverse flavours of South America, and introduce new foods such as 
blue corn, which is high in protein and omega-6 fatty acids. The blue 
corn also adds crunchiness to the ‘Pulled-pork blue-corn tacos, with 
red cabbage, pineapple and mint salsa’. 

“It’s still a bar menu, but it’s not all fried. It’s quite healthy as well,” 
he says. “You can enjoy a tostada of kingfish ceviche, avocado and 
finger-lime mayo, which will be nice and refreshing, or a warm 
smoked chicken salad that has been smoked with eucalyptus leaves 
from trees at Healesville. We still have chicken wings, sliders and 
burgers, but there’s new flavours such as jalapenos, and American 
cheese. I think the menu will be a highlight for Club Members.”

For updates about Riddell’s Green, visit  
racv.com.au/clubimprovements-healesville

S M O K I N ’  H O T

W I N E  C L U B  N E W S
Club Members are discovering the benefits of 
the RACV Wine Club, and enjoying our range of 
high-quality Club wines at home. Members can 
buy packs of carefully curated wines at exclusive 
prices, with free home delivery. 

In addition, Club Sommelier Christian Maier 
has curated two new packs, featuring either 
boutique or premium wines. 

One new pack consists of six premium boutique 
wines and two complimentary bottles of RACV 
Club’s 2017 Shiraz and 2019 Sauvignon Blanc. 

“Each wine is excelling in its category and is 
truly representative of varietal and regional 
characteristics,” Christian says.

The other pack has premium-aged wines from 
Tahbilk’s cellar that are perfect to drink now or 
cellar, and includes two complimentary bottles 
of the RACV Club wine (2017 Shiraz and 2018 
Cabernet Sauvignon).
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RACV Wine Club
An exclusive benefit for  
Club Members

Treat yourself and  
order via this link.

Try this kingfish ceviche 

tostada at home.  

Click here for recipe

E A T  &
D R I N K

NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF  
HIMANSHU SHARDA

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/membership/member-offers/wine-club.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/membership/member-offers/wine-club.html
https://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/club-stories/food-drink/Kingfish-ceviche-tostada.html
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S P R I N G  A C T I O N
The Club’s personal trainers have made 
online videos that will help you reboot for 
spring, and stay fit and healthy at home

C lub Member Blake Robertson’s fitness goal is to keep fit, 
and City Club personal trainer Dave Renton has helped 
him stay on track over the years. “Dave designs a program 

that helps me stay motivated. He holds me to account and that has 
kept me somewhat in shape for the past five years,” he says.

Blake has learnt the hard way that it’s difficult – and expensive – 
to replicate the benefits of a fitness centre at home. During one of 
last year’s lockdowns, he started building a home gym.

“About halfway through I realised it was going to cost me more 
than I wanted to pay to reach the standard I desired. I have a 
bench, and some dumbbells and mats. But I wanted a rack bench 
press and cables, and that was going to cost about another $5000.

“You also need to own the property and have enough space to 
build a home gym. If you want a standard treadmill, no worries, 
but if you want smaller scale of what you have at the Fitness 
Centre, you need to do significant works.”

Blake is looking forward to getting back to the City Club Fitness 
Centre. “The gym has a great atmosphere, and that motivates me 
to attend the gym more frequently than I otherwise would.”

Reboot your fitness routine for spring, 
with our 7-day fitness challenge, 
which includes City Club Fitness 
Centre’s online videos. 

Go to Highlights Online  
or click here for a direct link. 

   
   

  P
AMPER PACKS                

F
O

R  S P R I N
G

   
   

 REBOOT 

 EXFOLIATION FOR SPRING

A facial is a great way to make the transition 
from winter to spring. RACV City Club One 
Spa manager Marnie Bennett says facials are a 

wonderful way to pamper and take care of yourself.

“When we are stressed, we don’t tend to look after 
ourselves, or drink as much water and, along with 
those extra wines that you might be having, this leads 
to your skin being dehydrated,” she says.

Marnie shows Members the correct way to cleanse the 
face, and apply a mask, in a Club online tutorial. 

She says there are many cleansers you can safely use 
at home, especially if you don’t have access to your 
usual skincare products.

“A good all-rounder is olive oil with a teaspoon of 
freshly squeezed lemon. I also like to add a drop of my 
favourite essential oil to make it smell nice.”

She warns against using vinegar or acidic fruit, such 
as raspberries, on the face, as these irritate the skin.

MARNIE’S DEEP CLEANSE 

Stir a teaspoon of lemon juice and a tablespoon of 
Greek yoghurt together. Add coffee grounds or salt to 
turn it into an exfoliant. Rub the mixture into your 
face to help the enzymes from the yoghurt penetrate 
and brighten the skin. Rinse off and dry your face. 
Apply your favourite serum and moisturiser. 

See Marnie’s step-by-step 
tutorial on how to apply the 
perfect facial at home here.

Enjoy our other Club videos 
at home anytime, via our 

YouTube channel.
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https://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/club-stories/health-wellness/Time-to-reboot.html
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/membership/highlights.html
https://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/club-stories/health-wellness/Time-to-reboot.html
https://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/club-stories/health-wellness/home-facial.html
https://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/club-stories/health-wellness/home-facial.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpG2Hb_5VF-rmZ7qJCFsaliLBo-dmWzN6


Club Member Ashleigh Le loves bringing her two 
children to the Club, in particular for the school-
holiday cooking classes. 

“They’ve been to two cooking events, and they keep 
asking, “When is the next one?” Ashleigh says. “It’s a 
great opportunity to expose them to the cooking process. 
We might have waited to introduce them to 
some of those skills at an older age, but 
after taking part in these classes, they 
have wanted to be more involved in 
cooking at home.”

AUTHOR TALK
Her children, Aidan, 9, and 
Charlotte, 6, were also 
entertained by author Adrian 
Beck at another event in July. 

“They enjoyed the author 
talk and borrowed a few books 
from the library. It was a good 
experience,” Ashleigh says. “We 
always make good use of the Club 
during the holidays. We love it.”

Adrian, author of Stop the Dad Jokes! and 
co-author of Kick it to Nick with AFL legend Shane 
Crawford, has also written an article for Highlights 
online, on ways to turn your child into a book lover.

QUALITY TIME WITH THE GRANDCHILDREN

Club Member Sylwia Pichel says Club events give her 
quality time with her two granddaughters, aged 6 and 4. 

“The organised activities are great. A friend, who is 
also a Club Member, told me about the cooking classes, 
so I took the six-year-old, and watched while she 
made spanakopita and biscuits. Afterwards we went 
downstairs to the Bistro, and we had pizza and a chat.”

Another fun event for Sylwia was “Brunch with the 
Ogres” in Club Pavilion, which included face painting. 

“I remember seeing the Shrek movie in the Theatrette. It 
was for kids, but I loved it too; everything was green.”
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F U N  F O R  A L L  A G E S
Club Members share how much they love our children’s events, and this 
month we celebrate the joys of reading and cooking with online activities.

She has fond memories of a Christmas lunch with her two 
granddaughters and their other grandmother in 2019. 

“They get dressed up to come to the Club, and that 
makes it a special occasion for them,” Sylwia says. Taking 
her eldest granddaughter to the Club salon for a fancy 
hairstyle is on her to-do list. 

ONLINE ACTIVITIES

Join us for Australian Reading Hour 
on 14 September. The Listies 

(pictured l-r, Matthew Kelly and 
Richard Higgins) are making a 
special guest appearance online 
to entertain our Members 
and their children at home. 
Organised in partnership with 
Northern Books, The comedy 
duo love entertaining “kidults”. 
Australian Reading Hour 

celebrates storytelling and the role 
books play in shaping our lives.

Tue 14 Sep, 11-11.30am, free, via 
Zoom. 

Look out for our Kids’ Kitchen cooking videos, 
which will be released during the school holidays. 
Victorian lockdown restrictions have prevented us from 
running our popular cooking classes for tinies, tweens 
and teens this month, so we’re pivoting online to make 
sure the family can have fun in the kitchen, and children 
can learn valuable life skills at the same time.  
Updates via Club emails and the Whats On page.
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For updates about our online 
events, check the Club Facebook 
page, your Club emails or visit 
racv.com.au/club-whats-on 
 
For inquiries, contact Club 
Events on 9944 8888 or email 
clubevents@racv.com.au

COMEDY DUO 
THE LISTIES  

https://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/club-stories/news-stories/adrian-beck.html


16  HIGHLIGHTS MAY 2020

As an RACV Club Member, you can 
now access exclusive benefits from 

the comfort of your own home. 
Discover delicious recipes, stay 

connected with online workshops 
and masterclasses, keep the family 
occupied with virtual activities and 

read the latest articles on everything 
from wellness to life skills from the 

team at Highlights.

16  HIGHLIGHTS JULY 2020

Club Members enjoy 15% off food and beverages when you charge 
directly to your Club account in Riddell’s Green, the newly renovated 

Sports Bar at Healesville Country Club & Resort.

RACV Club Members Save More

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/healesville/facilities/club-improvements-healesville.html



