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Librarian’s Column
Welcome to the latest issue of the Club Library’s newsletter, The Browser. In this 
issue you will find a variety of great events organised by the Library team that we 
hope will be of interest to Club members. We continue our recent focus on the 
popular topic of family history research with a visit to the State Library of Victoria 
to discover what fantastic resources can be accessed freely by all Victorians. There 
is also a tour of the Fitzroy Gardens, including Cook’s Cottage and a perennial 
favourite; a tour to the wonderful Johnston Collection in East Melbourne for their 
iconic Christmas exhibition.

This newsletter also marks the end of my year as Club Librarian. This September 
we welcome back Club Librarian Sarah-Jane Martin, who returns from a year’s 
maternity leave, and I will resume my role as Senior Library Technician. The past 
year has flown by, I know we always say that don’t we, but it’s true. It’s been a 
busy time full of challenges and opportunities as the City Club and the Library 
continue to grow and adapt to meet the changing needs of members. Personally, I 
look forward to continuing to contribute to the growth of the Library and the City 
Club as there are exciting times ahead with Bourke Street Green open for Spring 
and the renovated Business centre due to open later this year. 

Finally, the Library team and the City Club would like to thank Marlene Cantwell for 
her contribution to the Library this past year and we wish her well for the future.

I look forward to seeing you in the Library soon.

Kate McCaig
Club Librarian 

What’s Hot in Technology!
The discontinuation of Apple iTunes and 
how it affects Apple and Windows Users
The Apple OS (operating system) is 
being upgraded this Autumn 2019, to 
a new version called Mac OS Catalina, 
which is designed to enhance security 
and privacy. The downside for many 
users is that with the adoption of the 
new operating system iTunes will be 
discontinued sometime later in the 
year. The new OS Catalina version will 
use Apple Music, Apple Podcasts and 
Apple TV apps to replace iTunes, like the 
current iPhone setup. However, Apple 
have assured consumers that any pre-
purchased music and the contents of 
their music library will not be affected 
by the change. Similarly, Windows users 
have also been assured that there will 
be no changes in their experiences. For some users who currently use iTunes to 
manage their music, podcasts and movies they will have to use three different 
apps to do so. Apple Music is a streaming music service, a live radio station, 
and a hub for music fans to connect with artists. It allows you to stream songs, 
albums or playlists. When Mac users update their software, music currently held 
in their library will automatically transfer to the Apple Music App and TV and 
movie purchases will migrate to the Apple TV app.

Club Library Snapshot
Libraries collect statistics on usage 
patterns and we’re no exception here 
at the City Club Library. Here is a brief 
snapshot of some Library usage statistics 
for the year ending 30 June. We had 
54,234 visits to the Library, 4,449 
reference queries, 1,310 members and 
their guests attended Library events, 492 
members attended our Member Interest 
Group meetings over the year, and we 
loaned over 6,600 books/magazines/
CDs. The travel collection was the 
subject area most borrowed, followed 
by the Children’s collection and the 
older magazines. Italy was the most 
popular destination followed by Japan. 
We use these statistics to ensure the 
Library’s collection remains relevant 
to the needs of Club members. For 
example, as Japan is such a popular 
destination with our members we buy 
a second copy of the Lonely Planet 
travel guide to Japan, so members 
don’t have to wait so long to borrow 
an up to date guidebook.



R A C V  C L U B  L I B R A R Y

Club Member Profile
Caitlin Farrelly
Since becoming a Club Member in 2017 and discovering the Club library, I have 
found there are few places in the city where you can find the peace and quiet of 
the library and a comfy chair to spend a few hours. Recently, I’ve been finding 
myself in the city in between plans. Like finishing up a brunch and nothing on 
till dinner on a Saturday, a regular person would think, “I’ll just head on home 
for a few hours”. However, I never think of the easy answer and the RACV library 
comes to the rescue. It provides me refuge and a way to avoid spending time on 
Bourke St and spending unnecessarily. 

These moments of refuge have led me to trawling through the amazing range 
of gardening and cookbooks. Interests that I had not really explored before but 
have now encouraged me to spend more time in my garden, planting lots more 
fruit trees and herbs that I can incorporate into the fancy recipes that I find in the 
library’s extensive collection of cook books. So, I’ll use this opportunity to thank 
the library for getting me outside and making me eat a lot healthier! I have also 
been involved in the RACV Club mentoring program where mentees are paired 
with mentors from a variety of professions to share knowledge and expertise to 
assist in both the personal and professional development of the mentees. 

RACV Club
Mentor Program
Have you heard about the RACV Club 
mentoring program? 

A great recent initiative at the RACV 
Club is the Mentor Program. This 
program seeks to bring together Club 
members of different accomplishments, 
ages and talents to share knowledge 
and expertise outside the confines of 
individual workplaces.

RACV Club has a large and diverse 
membership base, with experience 
across a wide range of industries and 
executive roles. The program seeks 
to pair younger, professional Club 
members with more experienced, 
professional Club members, providing 
an opportunity to share knowledge 
and expertise.

The program runs over approximately 
four months and the recommendation 
is that mentees and mentors meet 
about every two weeks during this 
time to gain the greatest value from 
the program. Each intake is limited 
to a maximum of 15 pairs to ensure 
the program is intimate and allows 
networking opportunities within the 

group. In return, the RACV Club 
provides support throughout the program 
with Michael James, an executive coach 
to senior executives and board directors, 
offering professional expertise to both 
mentees and mentors. 

Some features of the program 
include: Introductory launch session, 
Individual pairing, Framework of 

suggested sessions, Mentor program 
co-ordination and support and access 
to a web-based tool (Mentor Loop) to 
assist with resources and connecting 
with your mentor. 

For more details please email 
mentoring@racv.com.au
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Johnston Collection Christmas Exhibition
The Johnston Collection owes its existence to William Johnston’s lifelong passion 
for collecting English Georgian and Regency, and Louis XV period furniture, 
paintings, ceramics and objets d’art.

Every year the Christmas exhibition at the Johnston Collection in East Melbourne 
is a great drawcard for lovers of fine and decorative arts. This year’s Christmas 
exhibition “A boy’s own story” will include Melbourne based artists creating new 
works based on old objects. This is always a popular event so book early or you 
will miss out! 

Date: Wednesday November 27 & Thursday 5 December
Time: 10am to 11:30am
$25 per person
Meeting point: Pullman Melbourne on the Park Hotel,
192 Wellington Street, East Melbourne
Bookings essential by: Wednesday 20 November 2019

Fitzroy Gardens  
heritage walk
Learn about the historic buildings and 
sculptures in the heritage-listed Fitzroy 
gardens, including Cooks’ Cottage, the 
Conservatory, the Fairies Tree and the 
Model Tudor Village. Stroll through 
the majestic avenues of English elms, 
discover native wildlife and soak up 
the beauty of the formal gardens. 
Includes entry to Cooks’ Cottage. 

Date: Wednesday 23 October 2019
Time: 10.45am to 11.30am
$10 per person
Meeting point: Visitor Centre,  
Fitzroy Gardens
Bookings essential by:
Wednesday 16 October 2019

WHAT’S ON
The City Club Library has organised a wide variety of activities for a wide range of ages and interests. Have a  
look at what is coming up in the months ahead and contact us to book those that appeal to you. Remember  
you can keep up to date with the latest Library events in Highlights, on the Club website and Facebook account  
www.facebook.com/RACVClub 
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Children’s Corner
Summer Reading Challenge
Encourage your children or 
grandchildren to read by having  
them take part in the Library’s Summer 
Reading Challenge. Read ten books 
from the Club Library collection,  
record the titles and return the 
completed log sheet to the Library to 
go in the drawer to win a great prize. 
We hope the reading challenge will 
introduce your child or grandchild to 
many new books and that they will 
have lots of fun reading. 

Competition runs from: Saturday 28 
December to Friday 24 January

Collection Spotlight
Restaurant and accommodation guides

Besides the Club Library’s 
comprehensive collection of travel 
guides for destinations from Antarctica 
to Zanzibar, the Library has a 
great collection of restaurant and 
accommodation guides available for 
members to borrow. There are well-
known restaurant/accommodation 
guides such as the Michelin red 
guides, as well as guides for B & Bs, 
self-catering, small hotels and French 
chateaux. Local chefs Shannon Bennett and Frank Camorra are featured with 
published restaurant/accommodation guides to London, Barcelona, New York, 
France and Paris. Please ask the Library team if you are not sure where to find 
these guides as some are located with the travel collection but thanks to the 
Dewey Decimal Classification system, dedicated restaurant guides are catalogued 
and shelved in a different section of the Library collection.

Some collection highlights:
- Shannon Bennett’s London / Shannon Bennett NF 647.95421 BENN

- Karen Brown’s France Hotels NF 914.406184 BROW

- Duncan Petersen’s charming small hotel guides Italy / Fiona Duncan & Nicky Swallow  
NF 914.506193 DUNC

- Movida’s guide to Barcelona / Frank Camorra & Richard Cornish NF 647.954672 CAMO

- New York hidden bars & restaurants / Michelle Young & Laura Itzkowitz.  
NF 647.957471 YOUN

RACV Heritage Talk 
RACV’s wartime contribution  
World War I and World War II

RACV has actively volunteered its 
motoring expertise and service in 
supporting the Australian military for 
more than a century. The story begins 
with the initiative of key Automobile 
Club of Victoria Foundation Member, 
Colonel Harley Tarrant, in leading the 
Australian Volunteer Automobile Corps 
from 1908. 

From novel fund-raising motor 
gymkhanas, to the promotion of 
alternative fuels during periods of 
petrol rationing, RACV’s contribution 
has been diverse.

Indeed, the Automobile Club of Victoria 
received the Royal Charter in 1916 
in recognition of its valuable work 
transporting returning soldiers and nurses 
from Princes Pier, Port Melbourne. 

RACV has been honoured to contribute 
to ANZAC Day since it became a 
national day of commemoration in the 
1920s. This illustrated talk will reveal 
some moving tales of that involvement, 
past and present

Date: Thursday 14 November 2019
Time: 6pm to 7.15pm
$20pp includes drinks and canapes
Meeting point: Club Library,
City Club, Level 1 
Bookings essential by:
Thursday 7 November



Travel Corner 
If your future travels take you to Taipei, 
here are two fascinating libraries you may 
want to add to your list of places to visit.

The VVG Chapter 

Located in the busy district of 
Zhongzheng, lies an unassuming 
restored Japanese style building known 
as the VVG Chapter, a privately-run 
library. Entry is free to VVG Chapter, 
but bookings must be made on line via 
their website: http://www.chapter.com.
tw/#chapter1. Three two-hour sessions 
are held and numbers for each session 
are capped at 20 people per session. 
Visitors are given a short tour of the 
building and then allowed to read and 
browse the collection. A free tea/coffee 
is provided during the visit.

Where: No. 1, Lane 27, Linyi Street, 
Zhongzheng District, Taipei City

Boven Magazine Library

The Boven Magazine library lies in 
the Da’an District in Taipei. As the 
name suggests the collection has 
over 40,000 magazines, both locally 
and internationally sourced with an 
emphasis on design and lifestyle. The 
collection is personally curated by one 
of the founders, Spencer Chou, if you 
are after something he is the person to 
ask. Patrons can either buy an annual 
or a day membership depending on 
their needs.

Where: B1, No.18, Aly 5, Lane 107, Sec. 
1, Fuxing South Road, Taipei, Taiwan
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Book groups
Interested in joining a Library Book Group? 
Would you like to join a Club Library book group? Book groups are a great 
way to socialise, gain new perspectives and discover books that you may not 
have ever considered reading. The City Club library currently has three book 
groups. Two groups meet on Saturday mornings and the other group meets on a 
Wednesday evening and the groups meet monthly from March to November.
Please contact Library staff for more information on 9944 8180 or email: 
clublibrary@racv.com.au
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RACV City Club Library
Level 1, RACV City Club
501 Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: (03) 9944 8180 
clublibrary@racv.com.au
racv.com.au/club-library

Opening hours  

Monday to Friday: 9.30am to 6pm
Saturday: 10am to 4pm
Sunday: 10am to 4pm
Public Holidays - Closed

Member Interest Groups
Meeting dates for the following Groups

Sep Oct Nov Dec Location Time

Book Group 1 14 12 9 - Library, Level 1 10:30am - 11:45am

Book Group 2 14 12 9 - Level 2, room TBA 11:15am - 12:30pm

Book Group 4 18 16 20 - Library, Level 1 7:15pm - 8:30pm

Travel Group 1 12 10 14 12 Level 2, room TBA 2:00pm – 3:30pm

Travel Group 2 10 8 12 10 Level 2, room TBA 11:00am – 1:00pm

Library Hours for
Public Holidays
The Library will be closed on
the following days:

Grand Final Public Holiday  
Friday 27 September Closed

Melbourne Cup Day  
Tuesday 5 November Closed

Australia Day  
Monday 27 January Closed

Christmas/New Year holiday closure and reduced opening hours

Tuesday 24 December      9.30am – 5pm

Wednesday 25 December to Friday 27 December  Closed

Saturday 28 December and Sunday 29 December  10am – 4pm

Monday 30 December and Tuesday 31 December  9.30am – 5pm

Wednesday 1 January     Closed

Thursday 2 January to Friday 3 January    9.30am – 5pm

Saturday 4 January and Sunday 5 January   10am – 4pm

Monday 6 January to Friday 10 January    9.30am – 5pm

During closures, loan items can be returned to the drop-box outside the Library or left with Concierge at the City Club’s 
Bourke St entrance. Messages regarding loan renewals can be left on the Library voicemail by calling (03) 9944 8180  
or via email clublibrary@racv.com.au


